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About the book
In "13 Steps to Mentalism," Tony Corinda unveils powerful

techniques and methods for mastering the art of mindreading.

This comprehensive guide equips you with the skills to read

minds and forecast events, exploring techniques such as pen

reading, lip reading, telepathy, and blindfold presentations.

Delve into an in-depth study of memory systems that will

empower you to connect with your audience and unveil the

secrets of their past, present, and future.
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About the author
Tony Corinda was a renowned English mentalist and

magician, celebrated for his profound contributions to the art

of mentalism. Born in the early 20th century, Corinda was not

only a performer but also a keen observer of human

psychology, which informed his innovative techniques and

deep understanding of the mind's workings. His seminal work,

"13 Steps to Mentalism," published in the 1960s, has since

become a foundational text for aspiring mentalists and

magicians, blending practical effects with insightful theories

on mental manipulation and audience engagement.

Throughout his career, Corinda's performances captivated

audiences, and his writings continue to inspire generations of

performers, bridging the gap between illusion and the

enigmatic nature of the human psyche.
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Chapter 1 Summary : 1

Technique Description

Pencil Reading A skill to interpret a spectator's writing movements from a distance, requiring practice
and observation.

When to Do It Best performed in close proximity under suitable conditions with the spectator seated.

Pencil Used for Writing Carbon drawing pencil (grade HB) is recommended for its thick mark.

Card Used for Writing A sturdy postcard size card is ideal, providing a surface without obstructing too much
view.

Distance Between You and the
Spectator

Maintain a distance of ten to twelve feet, ensuring the spectator faces you.

Safety Checks to Eliminate Errors Ask spectators to perform calculations to confirm uncertain readings.

Pencil Reading of Numbers Start with numbers, focusing on recognizing similar writing patterns.

Pencil Reading Words Practice with a limited range of specific words for better success.

Pencil Reading by Position Use the pencil's position on a layout to discern chosen numbers or facts.

Lip Reading Interprets spoken words through lip movements, effective with limited subject matter.

Tricks with Lip Reading Includes guessing a card chosen by a spectator through observation of lip movements.

Sound Reading Involves gathering information through sounds made during actions or writing.

Tricks with Sound Reading Utilizes sounds to determine hidden objects or guess written information.

Final Note Emphasizes the importance of practice and natural ability to master mentalism skills.
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CHAPTER 1 SUMMARY: 13 Steps to Mentalism

Pencil Reading

Pencil Reading is the skill of interpreting the movements of a

pencil as a person writes from a distance. While it requires

careful observation and practice, many mentalists are aware

of the technique but have not attempted it due to perceived

difficulty and a risk of failure. However, with certain

measures, the likelihood of success can be improved.

Technique of Pencil Reading

1. 

When to Do It
: Pencil Reading is best performed under favorable

conditions, such as close proximity with the audience,

appropriate tools (like specific pencils and cards), and when

the spectator is seated.

   

2. 

The Pencil Used for Writing
: The ideal pencil is a carbon drawing pencil (grade HB) as it
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produces a thick mark which slows down writing, making it

easier to read. A five-inch length is optimal.

3. 

Card Used for Writing
: The card should be sturdy enough to eliminate the need for

a writing surface but also obstruct the view of the pencil if

too large. A postcard size is recommended.

4. 

Distance Between You and the Spectator
: Keeping a distance of ten to twelve feet makes Pencil

Reading easier. The spectator should ideally be facing you. 

5. 

Safety Checks to Eliminate Errors
: To confirm uncertain readings, ask the spectator to perform

simple calculations with the written numbers, using the result

as a verification method.

6. 

Pencil Reading of Numbers
: Begin practicing with numbers, observing writing patterns,

especially for numbers that can appear similar.

7. 

Pencil Reading Words
: While difficult, limit the range of words and ask for specific

types to improve success in reading written words.
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8. 

Pencil Reading by Position
: Utilize the position of the pencil on a predetermined layout

as a method to discern a chosen number or fact.

Summary of Tricks with Pencil Reading
: Several tricks can be performed using Pencil Reading,

including obtaining predicted results or confirming the

spectator's written thoughts. 

Lip Reading

Lip Reading involves interpreting a person's spoken words

by observing the movement of their lips. This skill can allow

mentalists to gather information discreetly. It is easier to

perform if the subject matter is limited, such as specific

numbers or names.

Tricks with Lip Reading
: A few tricks can be executed using Lip Reading techniques,

such as guessing a card chosen by a spectator based on their

whisper to another or reconstructing evidence through

observation of geometrical shapes and colors.
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Sound Reading

Sound Reading involves interpreting sounds made during

actions or writing, allowing mentalists to gather information

without direct observation. This skill is practical for

discovering information during performances.

Tricks with Sound Reading
: Several performances can utilize Sound Reading, such as

determining which box contains a hidden object based on the

sounds made during locking or guessing written information

by listening to the sound of chalk on a board. 

Final Note
: The importance of practice and natural ability is reiterated

throughout the techniques and tricks mentioned, underlining

the effort required to master these mentalism skills

effectively.
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Example

Key Point:Observation and Practice Are Key to

Success in Pencil Reading

Example:As you anticipate performing Pencil Reading,

picture yourself seated across from an eager spectator, a

carbon pencil in hand. You focus intently on their

movements, aware that each subtle shift can reveal a

number or word. Your heart races slightly with the thrill

of the challenge, yet you remind yourself of the

importance of practice. With the right conditions—a

sturdy postcard held firmly and an ideal distance

maintained—you notice that your ability to decipher

their writing is improving with every attempt.

Embracing this blend of keen observation and refined

technique unlocks the potential for stunning revelations,

ultimately showcasing your mentalism skills.
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Chapter 2 Summary : 2

Chapter 2 Summary: The Art of Mentalism

Tricks Overview

This chapter outlines several mentalism tricks that involve

audience participation and the principles of touch reading

and muscle reading.

1. Blackboard Trick

- Two spectators assist; one holds a blackboard while the

other draws designs based on selected cards.

- The final drawing is anticipated by the performer,
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disguising the simplicity of the five-card selection.

- The complexity of the final product helps divert attention

from the limited options.

2. Pocket Trick

- Uses two colored pencils: one is a fake with a weight shift

that can be felt when the matchbox is turned over.

- The mentalist can deduce the color based on the weight.

3. Clean Cut Card Trick

- A spectator selects a card and writes it down while the

performer identifies it from the deck.

- This relies on the performer's ability to manipulate

spectator engagement.

4. Touch Reading

- Defined as gaining information through tactile sensations.

- 

Sujan Location
: Involves colored cards treated with starch to create stiff and

soft corners, allowing the performer to locate a selected card.
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- 

With a Pinch of Salt
: A trick using envelopes with concealed money, relying on

touch to identify which envelope contains the note.

  

5. Marked Playing Cards

- Utilizing subtle markings made by notches or other tactile

indicators to identify cards by touch.

6. Advanced Techniques

- Introduces advanced methods for more complex mentalism

including muscle reading.

- Suggestions for various techniques to enhance confidence

and presentation during performances.

Conclusion

The chapter emphasizes the importance of preparation,

practice, and secrecy in mentalism. Mastery of touch and

muscle reading techniques enables performers to create

impressive demonstrations while maintaining an air of

mystery and competence.
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Example

Key Point:The importance of tactile skills in

enhancing mentalism performances.

Example:Imagine you're performing in front of a

captivated audience. You invite a participant to the stage

and engage them in a moment of silence. As you take

their hand and guide them through a series of sensations

and light touches on a deck of cards, you become

acutely aware of their nervousness and excitement.

Through careful muscle reading, you subtly notice their

movements indicating which card resonates with them

the most, leading you to accurately guess their selection.

This experience not only showcases your mastery of

tactile techniques, but also transforms the ordinary act

of card guessing into an engaging and personal

mentalism act.
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Chapter 3 Summary : 3
Section Summary

Mentalism Techniques for
Memorization and Calculation

Focuses on techniques to enhance recall and perform quick calculations in mentalism.

Object Recall Associate vivid mental images with items to remember them after presentation.

Quick Calculations
                
                    Squaring Numbers: Find differences from 25 and 50 to square numbers.
                    Square Roots: Memorize squares of 1-9 for quick roots.
                    Cubing Numbers: Memorize cubes of 1-9 and manipulate digits for
calculations.
                    Extraction of Cube Roots: Use memorized cubes for quick root finding.
                
            

Magic Squares Create a 5x5 square with equal sums in all directions based on audience's chosen
total.

The Knight's Tour A chess trick using patterns to move a knight across a board, engaging the audience
in the starting point.

Chess Trickery
                
                    Foolproof Chess: Guarantee a draw versus multiple opponents through
mirroring moves.
                    Mate in One Problem: Trap using subtle pawn promotion.
                
            

Calculating Days Determine the day of the week for any date using a method involving year, month,
and day values.

Simple Card Systems
                
                    Stacked Deck: Prearranged decks with mnemonic keys.
                    Stebbins Stack: Arrangement based on numerical sequences.
                    Fourteen/Fifteen Setup: Card positioning to force totals.
                    Odd and Even Setup: Separation for quick identification.
                
            

Mnemonic Number Code A system to convert numbers to consonants for easy memorization and recall.

Applications Utilize memorization and codes in varied mentalism performances, enhancing
audience experience through absurd associations.

Overall Emphasis Leveraging memory techniques and mathematical shortcuts for impactful mentalism
performances.
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Summary of Chapter 3 from "13 Steps to
Mentalism" by Tony Corinda

Mentalism Techniques for Memorization and
Calculation

Key Techniques

- 

Object Recall
: To remember objects presented by an audience, write

numbers 1 to 30 on paper. Associate a vivid, often absurd

mental image with each object without dwelling on it. After

collecting all objects, recall them by remembering the

associated key image.

- 

Quick Calculations
:

  - 

Squaring Numbers
: For numbers between 25-100, calculate by finding

differences from 25 and 50 to derive the squared value.

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 4 Summary : 4
Technique/Effect Description

Pocket Index and Billet Index Manages multiple predictions with card indexes in pockets; facilitates creative mentalism
effects using paper slips.

Cigarette Packet Pellet Index Organizes small prediction slips for efficient retrieval while maintaining misdirection.

Body Index Stores cards or billets on the performer’s body for secret access during the act.

Swami Gimmick & Predictions Facilitates easy predictions; offsets the complexities of card forcing and envelope
switching.

Switch and Force Techniques Involves masterful switching and card forcing techniques for effective mentalism.

Prediction Chest & Trickery with
Envelopes

Highlights tools like the Prediction Chest and various envelope techniques to create
illusions.

Stooges Enhances performances by guiding audience responses through strategic use of stooges.

Prediction Techniques
Exploration

Includes notable effects like “A Million to One” and “Quadruplication” for surprising
reveals.

Effects for Stage vs. Drawing
Room

Tailors techniques for stage performances or intimate settings to maximize audience
engagement.

Example Effects and Methods Demonstrates systematic mentalism tricks involving prediction, mathematical effects,
and engaging narratives.

Final Thoughts on Effective
Mentalism

Highlights the importance of clarity, engagement, and pacing in successful presentations.

Chapter 4 Summary: Techniques and Effects in
Mentalism

1. Pocket Index and Billet Index

- The Pocket Index allows the performer to manage multiple

predictions and effects using card indexes stored in pockets.
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Cards are organized by suits and sealed to maintain order.

Techniques include approaching the spectator with the right

pocket index to pull out the correct card.

- The Billet Index is used for managing paper slips, allowing

for creative mentalism effects without revealed trickery.

2. Cigarette Packet Pellet Index

- This apparatus permits efficient organization of small

prediction slips, enabling seamless retrieval while

maintaining misdirection.

3. Body Index

- This technique stores cards or billets on the performer’s

body, allowing for secret retrieval during the act. Cards are

placed methodically on the body for easy access without

detection.

4. Swami Gimmick & Predictions

- The Swami Gimmick facilitates easy predictions and

integrated into various mentalism routines. It offsets the

complexities of forcing cards or switching envelopes.
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5. Switch and Force Techniques

- Effective mentalism relies on masterful switching of objects

(cards, billets, etc.) and card forcing through simple yet

effective methods.

6. Prediction Chest & Trickery with Envelopes

- This section emphasizes the significance of precise

apparatus like the Prediction Chest for mentalism feats and

various envelope techniques for creating illusions.

7. Stooges

- The use of stooges can dramatically enhance performances

by guiding audiences toward specific responses or actions.

8. Prediction Techniques Exploration

- Notable effects include “A Million to One” where a

spectator unknowingly chooses a predetermined card, and

“Quadruplication,” which involves card initials leading to

surprising reveals.
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9. Effects for Stage vs. Drawing Room

- Specific techniques and effects are tailored for either stage

performances or intimate settings to optimize audience

engagement.

10. Example Effects and Methods

- Examples provided exhibit systematic approaches to

mentalism tricks involving prediction, mathematical effects,

and engaging narratives built around audience interaction.

11. Final Thoughts on Effective Mentalism

- Successful presentations revolve around clarity,

engagement, and pacing. The chapter wraps up with

examples highlighting complexities in methods while

maintaining audience intrigue and surprise. 

This chapter serves as a foundational guide for mentalists,

providing various methodologies using psychological

principles and clever apparatus for delivering captivating

performances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:The reliance on secretive techniques like

the Pocket Index and Billet Index can be ethically

ambiguous.

Critical Interpretation:While the chapter emphasizes

organizational methods that enhance mentalist

performances, it raises ethical concerns about deception.

Mentalism often straddles the line between

entertainment and manipulation, and using apparatus

designed for illusion can mislead audiences. Readers

should recognize that while Corinda illustrates effective

strategies for captivating performances, the means of

achieving these effects may not align with every

performer's moral compass. It is crucial for practitioners

to consider the implications of their methods,

referencing works such as 'The Psychology of Magic' by

John McKinnon, which explores the impact of audience

belief versus reality.
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Chapter 5 Summary : 5

PART ONE: TYPES

Introduction
  

The use of Blindfolds significantly enhances mentalism

performances, contributing drama and serving as a modus

operandi for various tricks. This section covers types of

Blindfolds, technical aspects, techniques, and routines,

focusing on practical models rather than exhaustive lists of

options. Personal acknowledgment is given to Will Dexter

for his contributions.

(1) The Unfaked Mask
  

A practical blindfold that allows for limited vision while

being comfortable and quick to wear. It should not cover the

ears and is best made of double-layer black velvet, enabling

glimpsing while appearing convincingly blindfolded.

(2) Reverse Crease Blindfold
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Similar to the Unfaked Mask but constructed with three

layers and a crease to adjust visibility. It can be utilized

effectively with a slight adjustment in wear.

(3) The Felt Mask—Faked
  

A wider mask made from single-layer felt with small

pinholes for vision. While it offers some sight, it should be

used carefully due to visibility upon examination.

(4) The Folded Silk Blindfold
  

A simple, effective blindfold made from an 18-inch square of

silk, allowing vision through folds. It's suitable for both stage

and close-up performances, with recommendations for

material choice and handling.

(5) The Bag Blindfold
  

Covers the head completely and can allow for some vision if

made from thin enough material. It can be advantageous for

performers who wear glasses, but it can also become hot and

uncomfortable.
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(6) The Sheet or Blanket Cover
  

A simple yet effective method where the medium is covered

entirely by a blanket, limiting visibility for the act.

(7) The Bucket
  

An uncommon method that involves wearing a bucket. While

it could be convincing, it risks inciting laughter and

distraction from the performance.

(8) Cotton Wool, Dough, Coins, and Other Materials
  

Generally discouraged for use in serious performances due to

lack of practicality and the cumbersome nature of the

methods involved.

(9) Summary
  

The type of blindfold matters less than the performance

technique. Focus should be on crafting an engaging routine

and handling the blindfold effectively rather than obsessively

proving the inability to see.
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---

PART TWO: TECHNIQUE

(1) Downward Glimpse
  

Proper timing and misdirection are crucial; it’s important to

ensure glimpses happen when the audience's focus is

elsewhere.

(2) One Ahead System
  

Combining the One Ahead system with the Downward

Glimpse allows for a powerful performance by managing

focus and using envelopes or cards effectively.

(3) The Magnetic Blindfold
  

Incorporating a magnet into the blindfold allows performers

to identify items discreetly without suspicion of any sight

abilities.

(4) The Stacked Deck
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Utilizing a stacked deck can be beneficial in blindfolded card

performances due to the rigid conditions of performance.

(5) Marked Cards
  

Marked decks can be useful for blindfolded work, enhancing

the performer's ability to identify cards without revealing

methods to the audience.

(6) Annemann's One Way Deck
  

A cleverly marked deck that can confuse other magicians or

spectators, offering an edge in performance.

(7) Mirrors
  

Mirrors in the environment can serve as discreet tools to

enhance performance without being suspected.

(8) Reflectors and Shiners
  

Common items like polished utensils can be effectively used

as reflectors while avoiding the complications of specialized
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equipment.

(9) Self-Working Effects
  

Self-working tricks require clear instructions to ensure

spectator understanding, minimizing errors during

performance.

(10) Prior Observation
  

Noting details about the environment can play a significant

role in performance and enhance the illusion of sightless

vision.

(11) Memory Systems
  

Memory techniques can bolster performances, allowing the

incorporation of memory feats within blindfold routines.

(12) Patter and Movement During Performance
  

Effective presentation involves careful choice of words and

graceful movements, elevating the authenticity of the

blindfold act while allowing for minor mistakes to enhance
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believability.

---

PART THREE: TRICKS
  

Introduction
  

Jo Eman's "SIGHTLESS VISION" is a complete routine that

is effectively performed with borrowed items from the

audience. The performer uses multiple layers of blindfolding

to create an authentic illusion of blindness while executing

various tricks. The systematic approach enhances

engagement and impresses witnesses, showcasing the

mentalist's skills in a captivating manner.
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Chapter 6 Summary : 6

Chapter 6 Summary: Sightless Vision and
Mentalism Techniques

Introduction to Sightless Vision

The performer, blindfolded, demonstrates mentalism by

identifying various objects chosen by the audience without

physical contact with the blindfold. The technique requires

careful practice, strong showmanship, and the ability to

create an engaging atmosphere. Objects should be

interesting, and the performance should end with something

distinct from the sightless vision to avoid revealing the

method.

Psychical Research versus Mentalism

Corinda discusses his experiences with psychical research,

emphasizing that trained magicians often excel over

scientists in revealing trickery in experiments. A detailed

example illustrates how a medium deceived researchers

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/5MQuDHO1GXb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/5MQuDHO1GXb


while using a coded language to convey information,

highlighting the importance of skill and experience in both

magic and research.

Mental Masterpiece by Maurice Fogel

This effect involves predicting a word chosen by an audience

member from any newspaper. The performer employs careful

note-taking, subtle peek techniques, and misdirection to

connect the chosen word to a previously sealed prediction,

emphasizing the role of showmanship.

X-Ray Eyes Technique

The performer is able to identify a chosen card from a hidden

selection using a principle of negative reasoning—marking

the other cards to determine the chosen one without explicitly

revealing them.

The Centre Tear

Corinda advocates for the Centre Tear as a pivotal technique

in mentalism. Through meticulous steps outlined in the

routine, the performer reads a word after the audience

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 7 Summary : 7

Summary of Chapter 7: Techniques for Billet Work
in Mentalism

1. Introduction to Centre Tear Technique

The Centre Tear Variation involves tearing off the end of a

billet (strip of paper), typically using a two-handed operation.

A preferred method is a one-handed tear taught by Al Koran,

involving pre-folded billets to guide the spectator's actions.

2. One-Handed Centre Tear

- 

Preparation
: Use a paper that tears easily, like duplicating paper. Pre-fold

the billet and control where spectators write by using circles

to guide their placement of words.

- 

Execution
: Hold the folded billet with the thumb and fingers while
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curling the last three fingers to perform a natural tear.

Misdirection is key during this process.

3. Variations and Gags

- 

Backward Variation
: This involves a humorous routine where a friend writes a

predetermined word ("Sausage") leading to hilarious

moments and confusion.

- 

Centre Tear Preparation
: Pre-fold billets enhances performance by providing the

spectator guidance on how to fold.

4. Reading the Billet

Performers often struggle with reading the billet discreetly. It

is recommended to glance at the billet directly to increase

confidence.

5. Billet Switch Techniques

A variety of methods for switching one billet for another are
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discussed:

- 

Bare Hand Method
: Involves finger palming a dummy billet for a smooth

switch.

- 

Rolled Method
: Using rolled paper allows for easier handling and

compatibility with various sleights.

- 

Lapping Method
: Useful for table work where a dummy billet can be

switched unobtrusively.

- 

Magnetic Clip Method
: A magnet holds back switched billets when dropped.

- 

Billet Pull
: An elastic pull that helps switch billets with various

amusing techniques.

- 

Matchbox Switch
: A clever method using a fake matchbox to exchange billets.
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6. Practical Techniques and Advice

1. 

Marking Billets
: A secret marking system for dummy billets to ensure proper

identification during routines.

2. 

Billet Stands
: Used for presentation and for switching during the act of

displaying.

3. 

Crystal Ball
: An aid for secretly reading billets by magnifying writing.

7. Summary of Billet Switching Principles

It is vital to understand the principles of switch techniques

rather than memorizing multiple methods:

- Perform switches smoothly and at the right moment.

- Use misdirection for better performance.

- Practice is essential to develop confidence and efficiency.

8. Conclusion on Billet Work
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Successful mentalism requires balancing technique with

presentation. Practicing and mastering a preferred method

can enhance performance significantly. Mentalism is about

leaving the audience astounded while maintaining the

illusion of the remarkable.
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Chapter 8 Summary : 8
Section Summary

Introduction to Book
Tests

Explores various book tests emphasizing preparation, performance, audience engagement,
presentation, and psychological subtleties.

Impromptu Book Tests Focuses on spontaneous mental effects using books; requires prior memorization of information for
guiding predictions and emphasizes solid presentation.

Centre Tear and
Variations

Introduces the Centre Tear method for retrieving secret information, leading to surprising reveals.

Novel Reveals and
Word Tests

Stresses dramatic presentation over mechanics and suggests using props creatively to enhance the
act.

The Missing Link Utilizes page corners from books for compelling revelations, engaging participants while appearing
random.

General Tips for
Successful Mentalism

Highlights the importance of impactful performances, audience engagement, humor, sincerity, and
originality in effects and presentations.

Final Thoughts on
Performance

Includes insights from Maurice Fogel on character, sincerity, genuine audience interaction, and the
emphasis on quality performance over quantity.

Conclusion Summarizes mentalism techniques through book tests, highlighting preparation, presentation, and
personality's role in performance success.

Chapter 8 Summary: Book Tests and Mentalism
Techniques

Introduction to Book Tests

This chapter presents various book tests designed to

showcase mentalism. It emphasizes preparation,

performance, and audience engagement while exploring the

importance of presentation and psychological subtleties in
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achieving impactful effects.

Impromptu Book Tests

- Perform various mental effects using books, emphasizing

spontaneous options. 

- Technique involves memorizing a serial number or

information beforehand to guide the performer’s predictions.

- Solid presentation and dramatic build-up are critical to

engaging the audience and making effects memorable.

Centre Tear and Variations

- Introduces the Centre Tear method for gathering secret

information from spectators.

- By using well-structured methods, performers can create

impactful reveals that astonish the audience.

Novel Reveals and Word Tests

- Highlights the importance of dramatic presentation over

mere mechanics, with suggestions for surprise reveals.

- Explains utilizing props creatively to enhance performance.
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The Missing Link

- A unique approach that focuses on using page corners from

books to create a compelling revelation, engaging

participants while maintaining the illusion of randomness.

General Tips for Successful Mentalism

- The chapter emphasizes the importance of creating a strong

initial and final impact in performances.

- Suggestions for audience engagement, including humor and

sincerity, are crucial for successful interaction.

- It stresses the need for originality in both effects and

presentations, encouraging performers to adapt ideas and

create personal touches.

Final Thoughts on Performance

- An interview with Maurice Fogel provides further insights

into mentalism, emphasizing character, sincerity, and the

importance of genuine interaction with the audience. 

- Mentalists should aim for quality over quantity in their acts,

ensuring each performance is memorable and impactful.

In conclusion, the chapter provides a comprehensive
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overview of mentalism techniques through book tests,

showcasing how preparation, presentation, and personality

contribute significantly to success in mentalism

performances.
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Example

Key Point:Dramatic Presentation is Key

Example:When you perform a book test, imagine

engaging your audience by first building intrigue. You

draw them in, slowly revealing that you will predict a

word they choose from a randomly selected book. The

book is old, worn—and as you casually flip through its

pages, the audience’s heartbeat quickens. This isn’t just

about mechanics; it’s about weaving a story that

captivates them. You pause dramatically before

revealing the exact word, the reveal hanging in the air

like magic. Your sincere interaction and emotional

connection transform a simple trick into an

unforgettable experience, showing that impact lies in

more than mere technique.
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Chapter 9 Summary : 9

Chapter 9 Summary: Two-Person Mental Acts

Introduction to Two-Person Mentalism

This section discusses the complexities and importance of

two-person mental acts in mentalism. It emphasizes that such

acts require a high level of teamwork and dedication. The

two main types of two-person performances are identified:

complete acts using a code and simpler effects performed

together.

The Challenges of Two-Person Code Acts

1. 

Skill Level
: Both partners need to be skilled performers; one weaker

performer can compromise the act.

2. 

Partnership
: Choosing the right partner is crucial, ideally someone who
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shares a long-term commitment, like a spouse, to facilitate

extensive practice.

3. 

Performable Code
: The system must be modern and flexible, allowing quick

translation and seamless performance to keep audiences

engaged.

Major Systems for Communication

1. 

Verbal Codes
: A successful two-person code act relies on speed, humor,

and the ability to quickly translate coded information.

2. 

System Introduction
: Walford Taylor’s two-person code is introduced, which

offers a comprehensive framework for coding various

objects, numbers, dates, and more.

Detailed Code Breakdowns

1. 

Basic Number Code

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Summary of Chapter 10: Communication Systems
in Mentalism

Light Communicator

The Light Communicator is an affordable apparatus ideal for

two-person code acts in mentalism. While it requires

practice, its silent operation makes it preferable to verbal

codes, enhancing versatility for stage performances and full

acts.

Miscellaneous Code Systems for Routines

Three major systems for communication have been

discussed, along with minor systems adaptable for single

effects. Notably, the following ideas show potential for full

routines:

1. 

Radio-Controlled Pulse Unit
: This device, available at low cost, operates remotely over
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significant distances and can be used to silently communicate

codes through physical signals.

2. 

Action Signals
: Subtle, non-verbal codes can be created using natural body

movements. With coordinated actions, communication can

occur without obvious signs, making detection difficult.

3. 

Sound Reading
: Executed through the sound made by writing, effective

communication can occur without visual cues, utilizing

ambient noise for code transmission.

Conclusion of Major Code Systems

A performer should master one major code system while also

learning minor ones to enhance communication during

mentalism acts. Successful teams adapt different codes and

stay ahead of audience perceptions.

Part Two: Minor Systems

A preliminary focus on various methods ensures effective

communication in performances. The following methods are
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explored:

1. 

Pre-Arranged Lists
: Both performers and mediums memorize lists of

commonplace objects or numbers to create the illusion of

mental connection.

2. 

Playing Cards
: A stacked deck allows for effortless communication, with a

glimpse at a card indicating the next in the sequence.

3. 

Time Codes
: This system allows for silent communication through timed

blinks, aiding in the transfer of numbers or information.

4. 

Positional Codes
: Objects' positions signify different messages, creating a

method for discreet communication during performances.

5. 

Graph or Chart Codes
: Commencing with a defined chart can assist in sending

messages covertly during routines.

6. 

White Elastic Indicator
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: A clever method involving elastic threads can signal

information silently and surprisingly.

Conclusion of Part Two

Practical systems for communication demonstrate the

fundamental ease of various methods. Progressively,

performers should develop personalized systems while

exploring new concepts.

Part Three: Routines

Detailed descriptions of various routines such as “The Lady

is a Mindreader,” “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” and “All in

Order” showcase the application of the discussed codes. Each

routine emphasizes the interplay between performer and

medium, incorporating the established communication

systems.

Conclusion on Two Person Telepathy

Two-person telepathy is a complex but rewarding field in

mentalism, entailing thorough rehearsal and practice to

achieve a seamless performance. It remains a compelling
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area for mentalism enthusiasts to explore and refine their

skills.
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Summary of Chapter 11: "13 Steps to Mentalism"
by Tony Corinda

Telekinecards
  

The "Telekinecards" effect uses the Spirit Cabinet principle

known as "The Third Hand." The performer appears to hold a

board with cards, while a dummy hand is actually holding

the board. The real hand, hidden behind the board, utilizes a

powerful magnet to manipulate razor-bladed cards. Key

points include the design of the board, the importance of a

professional-looking hand imitation, and card manipulation

techniques.

The Palladino Table Lift
  

This method is suitable for stage performances or séances.

Variants include using a lightweight table lifted by the foot or

a pin fake method with a hidden pin and a ring to engage it.

For a two-person act, "Arm Hooks" can be utilized to create
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an illusion of floating tables.

The Haunted Ball
  

In a well-lit room, a medium claims to demonstrate

telekinesis by moving a ball placed on a table without any

close proximity. The method relies on a platform lifter

concealed under a carpet to cause the table to tilt, allowing

the ball to roll off discreetly.

Spirit Guide and Ghost Walk
  

Methods for creating ghostly appearances include painting a

spooky figure on luminous material and using an assistant in

black to manipulate a shroud in the dark. This section

emphasizes creating an eerie atmosphere for ghost effects,

which are more impactful in low light.

Spirit Writing
  

The “Dead Hand Writes” effect involves an imitation hand

that appears to write a message on a card under mysterious

conditions, using thread mechanics or hidden assistants to

create the illusion of writing.
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Corinda's Ghost Walk
  

An elaborate effect where a ghost figure materializes and

dematerializes in a séance setting, captivating the audience

while taking them by surprise. The creation and presentation

of the ghost depend on secret apparatus and controlled

lighting.

Spirit Moulding
  

A mediumistic effect featuring the creation of a wax hand or

face during a séance, achieved by dipping an inflated glove

into wax, allowing for an impressive reveal.

Phoney Business
  

An effect distorting distance communication through a

phone, combining mentalism with a prop called the "Body

Ringer" that signals a telephonic device, allowing for

accurate predictions of audience actions.

Yes-No Slate Gag
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A comedic trick for both lay audiences and magicians using a

clever slate gag to elicit unexpected responses, employing a

flap slate for hidden writing.

Cryptopsychism
  

A mentalism stunt involving a medium identifying linked

objects from a list via predetermined codes, showcasing the

illusion of psychic abilities through simple but clever

methods.

The Ouija Board
  

A traditional tool for spirit messages, allowing performers to

reveal chosen words or messages covertly by utilizing forces

within the board's structure.

Spirit Writing on a Slate
  

A clever method for revealing a spirit message by swapping

marked slates, efficiently fooling the audience while

maintaining a spooky atmosphere.

Strike a Light
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A magic effect in which the performer uses luminous

matches to create a surprise reveal in the dark, highlighting

the effectiveness of clever prop management and illusion.

This chapter emphasizes various methods, props, and

presentation techniques crucial for effective mentalism and

magical performances, highlighting the combination of

clever mechanics and showmanship to engage and mystify

audiences.
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INTRODUCTION TO MENTALISM WITH
CARDS

Mentalism with playing cards is a contentious topic, as many

regard cards as aligned with trickery. Nonetheless, mentalists

can effectively use cards if handled properly. The following

guidelines enhance the presentation of mentalism with cards:

1. 

Clumsy Handling
: Present cards as though you struggle with them, avoiding

skilled techniques that suggest manipulation.

2. 

Careful Language
: Use common terminology to describe card actions and

avoid magician-specific jargon.

3. 

Avoid Obvious Reveals
: Do not use flashy methods to reveal chosen cards; instead,

seek mental effects that are subtle and believable.

4. 

Spectator Engagement
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: Ensure the chosen card is shown to others to avoid

ambiguity. The audience should confidently remember it.

Using these strategies makes playing cards valuable in

mentalism, as demonstrated by various mental effects. 

PHOTO-MEMORY

This is a straightforward mentalism effect showcasing

memory. 

- 

Effect
: The mentalist memorizes the positions of cards spread

face-up on a table and can name a card’s exact position upon

request.

- 

Method
: Note the top card and slowly count to the spectator’s chosen

number, ensuring to manipulate cards discreetly.

CORINDA'S INCREDIBLE SLATE TEST

- 

Effect
: A spectator chooses ten alphabet cards that, when arranged,

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 13: "Dealing with
Questions"

Introduction

This chapter emphasizes the significant financial success

achieved by mindreaders and mediums by addressing the

psychological needs of individuals seeking answers to

personal questions. The ability to understand life

experiences, combined with strong observation skills,

memory, and communication, equips someone to engage in

effective mentalism.

Understanding Human Motivation

People seek answers from mindreaders during times of

uncertainty or emotional distress. The chapter highlights the

importance of comprehending the underlying reasons for

their inquiries to provide meaningful responses. Mindreaders

essentially navigate between what individuals wish to hear
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and what they may need to acknowledge.

Ethics and Responsibility

Mindreaders must be cautious about the advice they give,

ensuring that it is neither ethically questionable nor harmful.

When there is potential for adverse outcomes, a careful

approach of ambiguity in responses is recommended.

Medical Concerns

The chapter advises that when questions relate to health, the

best course of action is to recommend seeking professional

medical advice. It emphasizes the responsibility of mentalists

to guide clients thoughtfully and ethically.

Experience in Mentalism

Experience plays a crucial role in honing the skills of a

mentalist. Over time, one learns to identify common question

types, predominantly revolving around money, health, and

relationships. 

"Pumping" Technique
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The chapter introduces "pumping," a method of eliciting

information from clients without direct questions, helping

mentalists discern what an individual truly wants to know.

Statistical Patterns in Questions

Mentalists should expect recurring themes in the types of

questions they receive. The chapter includes a "Table of

Probabilities" that categorizes common concerns, aiding

mentalists in preparing for inquiries based on statistical

likelihood.

Question and Answer Dynamics

A structured approach is recommended for addressing both

known and unknown questions. Known questions are

straightforward but can lose impact if the source is revealed.

Thus, strategies exist to gather information discreetly, such

as using envelopes or professional reading techniques.

Cold Reading Principles

When dealing with unknown questions, the techniques of
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cold reading are introduced, emphasizing observational skills

and effective questioning to gather insights about the subject.

The ability to listen, connect dots, and maintain a fluid

conversation is essential.

Performance Techniques

The chapter discusses strategies for both private readings and

stage performances, distinguishing the need for entertainment

value on stage while maintaining personal relevance in

private sessions. The importance of witty, engaging

responses to unexpected or "catch" questions is underscored.

Conclusion

Ultimately, mentalists are urged to maintain a high ethical

standard, avoid sensitive topics like religion and legal

matters, and provide responses that uplift and entertain their

audience. It is crucial to build trust with clients while

delivering the assurance they seek without overstepping

moral boundaries.

Key Points Summary
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1. Understand the psychological motivations behind

questions.

2. Maintain ethical standards in providing answers.

3. Use experience to categorize and anticipate questions.

4. Implement techniques such as "pumping" to derive

information.

5. Be prepared for common types of inquiries, focusing on

sensitivity and discretion.

6. Engage the audience using wit and encouragement during

performances.

7. Uphold confidentiality and avoid discussing personal

matters outside of the reading context.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Cold Reading and Publicity
in Mentalism

Introduction to Cold Reading Techniques

- Cold reading is an essential skill where the performer gains

information about the subject subtly, often without direct

questions.

- Use your voice to create natural conversations that lead to

insights about the subject’s life, such as marital status,

without overtly asking.

Key Objectives of Cold Reading

1. 

Subtlety and Misdirection
: Avoid appearing as a fortune teller; maintain an air of

professionalism.

2. 

Observation and Deduction
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: Analyze visual cues and context to draw conclusions (e.g.,

physical appearance can suggest personal issues).

3. 

Listening and Retaining Information
: Balance conversation by listening more to gather valuable

information; note key facts for later use.

4. 

Handling Conversation Flexibly
: Be skilled at redirecting discussions and covering mistakes

smoothly to maintain control of the narrative.

5. 

Understanding Timing
: Recognize the importance of timing in sharing information;

allow subjects to forget details before referencing them.

Experience and Preparation

- No amount of written advice can replace real-world practice

and experience with people.

- A successful reader is worldly, adaptable, and able to face

various human behaviors without judgment.

Publicity Stunts in Mentalism
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- Publicity is crucial for professionals in mentalism; it ties

into the business-oriented side of performance art.

- Success relies not just on skill but also on the effective

marketing and advertisement of one’s abilities.

Creating Demand and Selling Performance

- Identify what potential clients want, and adapt your act or

create demand for it.

- Consider various social settings for performances and

adjust your marketing strategies accordingly.

Personal Publicity Techniques

- Personal branding can include gimmicks, business cards,

brochures, and well-crafted advertisements.

- Effective advertising materials should reflect your

professionalism and clearly convey your services without

overselling.

Publicity Campaign Execution

1. Develop a strong act with clear definitions of what you

offer.
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2. Utilize publicity stunts to generate interest and awareness,

leveraging media outlets.

3. Maintain a steady stream of publicity to ensure continual

audience engagement.

Conclusion

- Mastering cold reading and leveraging publicity skills is

fundamental for success in mentalism. Skilled practitioners

integrate personal experiences with strategic marketing to

create compelling performances that resonate with audiences.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Publicity and Presentation in
Mentalism

Ray Hafler's Publicity Success

- Ray Hafler serves as an example of effective personal

publicity, demonstrating the importance of backing claims

with experience and knowledge.

- His military background and extensive performance history

add credibility to his publicity materials, allowing him to

successfully market himself as a skilled performer.

Visiting Card Gimmick

- A clever way to keep your business cards from being

discarded is to add a mindreading gimmick that piques

interest.

- The card features numbers that the performer uses in a

simple mentalism trick, ensuring recipients keep the card as a

souvenir.
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Haunted House Publicity Stunt

- Mentalists can gain publicity by performing at locations

claimed to be haunted and conducting exorcisms or seances,

often with staged results that capture media attention.

Challenge Seance

- A challenging performance where a Mentalist bets against a

Medium to produce unfathomable supernatural phenomena,

ideally training a helper to act as the Medium for a controlled

outcome and ensuring publicity.

Headline Predictions

- Predicting newspaper headlines is a popular publicity stunt

that grabs media attention. Effective presentation, rather than

the technical method, is emphasized for success.

Glorified Muscle Reading

- This stunt involves a public demonstration of muscle

reading by selecting a word from a book, enhanced by

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio
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Chapter 16 Summary : 16

Chapter 16 Summary: Key Elements in Mentalism
Performance

Trick Selection and Performance

Mentalism tricks can be effectively performed without

apparatus, minimizing angle concerns. Ideally, mental tricks

are spontaneous, requiring little preparation, and can be

executed anywhere. A prime example is the Centre Tear

Routine, applicable even in larger presentations. A performer

should be able to deliver a routine using available materials

like paper or a deck of cards.

Handling Tricks

The execution of mental effects must align with the

individual performer’s style. Generic instructions from

dealers should be disregarded, as originality in presentation

enhances audience engagement. Master the mechanics of

tricks before personalizing the performance to suit your
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natural mannerisms, thus promoting relaxation and effective

misdirection.

Timing in Performance

Timing is essential, coordinating speech with action for

optimal effect. Good timing remains invisible, while poor

timing detracts from the performance. Performers must

adjust their pacing according to audience reactions and the

progression of actions to maintain interest.

Misdirection Techniques

Misdirection is vital in mentalism and can be achieved

through speech and action. Employing mistakes as

misdirection can create a stronger effect and engage the

audience. The naturalness of the performance amplifies the

effectiveness of misdirection, making simplicity a valuable

asset.

Co-ordination in Performance

Co-ordination is likened to conducting an orchestra, where a

performer melds various elements—patter, timing, and
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movement—into a cohesive presentation. Consistency across

all components ensures an entertaining and engaging

performance.

Interview Insights: Claude Chandler's Acting
Wisdom

Claude Chandler emphasizes the importance of acting skills

for all performers. He offers practical advice on deep

breathing, stage presence, voice production, and movement.

Chandler suggests that performers embody a character on

stage, enhancing confidence and effectiveness. Proper entry

techniques, voice projection, and awareness of audience

engagement contribute to a successful performance.

Conclusion

The integration of timing, misdirection, and co-ordination is

crucial for effective mentalism. Additionally, embracing a

strong acting foundation helps performers to engage their

audiences successfully, ensuring that their performances are

both memorable and impactful.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point:Originality in Performance

Critical Interpretation:One key takeaway in this chapter

is the necessity of originality in mentalism performance;

merely following generic instructions can detract from

an engaging act. This focus on personal style aligns with

the idea that authenticity captivates audiences more

effectively than rote memorization. However, it is

important to note that the author's assertion does not

account for the value of structured techniques detailed in

works like 'Magic and Showmanship' (Neal Elias) and

'The Mental Mysteries of Mentalism' (Jon Thompson),

which advocate blending originality with foundational

techniques.
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Best Quotes from 13 Steps to Mentalism
by Tony Corinda with Page Numbers
View on Bookey Website and Generate Beautiful Quote Images

Chapter 1 | Quotes From Pages 30-43

1....it is hard work,but not terribly hard and it is

liable to fail—but you can by certain measures

increase the odds for success substantially in your

favour.

2.Half the apparatus available to the mentalist is concerned

with something written.

3.I think it important to summarise the most likely means of

success—that is practice.

4.To an enormous extent, Mentalism relies on something

being written. Think of Clip Boards, Billets, Fake

envelopes, Slates and so on.

5.A good mentalist must create favorable conditions for

success.

Chapter 2 | Quotes From Pages 44-64

1.This is a very old effect which is still good enough
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to fool those unacquainted with the secret.

2.You see the way the contents are folded? Well that's how

you know the note!

3.To be sure that you have no choice in the matter—hand the

£5 note and the three envelopes with two scraps of

newspaper to one of the spectators—and tell them to seal

the note in one and put paper in the others.

4.It is a very convenient standby for mentalism.

5.Do not make the error of supposing that a grain of sugar is

too small to bother with; the grain touch reading principle

is one of the valuable standbys of mental magic.

6.You cannot be too fussy when it comes to getting your

tricks in working order—take my advice and always know

what you would do if a trick went wrong—before it goes

wrong.

Chapter 3 | Quotes From Pages 65-93

1.When you do this for the first time—you will be

amazed that it really works. That is all there is to

it—and a very good effect can thus be performed.
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2.To conclude the performance, you may if you wish run

through the complete list of objects backwards, starting

from thirty.

3.Such is the Amazing Memory.

4.Believe me, you have no idea until you try—just how easy

and effective it is.

5.The best equipment that the Mentalist can have— is

knowledge carried in the mind—there is more magic in

your mind than there is in all the dealers' catalogues put

into one volume!
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Chapter 4 | Quotes From Pages 94-130

1.The only thing that remains is to put one index in

each pocket—and to know which way they face

when in the pocket—that is important.

2.The Mentalist shows a small sealed envelope and puts it in

his wallet which he lays on the table.

3.You will have to prepare a special pellet index properly set

up...

4.It is like having 52 'get outs'—the need to force a card

becomes unnecessary—you cover every possible

contingency in your pockets.

5.Never mind about variations—there is no necessity to

search constantly for new and better ways—if you work

hard enough on any solitary method—you will get it down

to a fine art.

Chapter 5 | Quotes From Pages 131-146

1.The most important thing is the tricks you do—not

the Blindfold.

2.The wise performer would devote more time to handling
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and presentation of the blindfold than to elaborate

techniques which theoretically prove he cannot see.

3.Little twists of presentation and subtleties during

performance will register psychologically and will be

remembered by the onlookers.

4.If you are really keen on using Blindfolds—and you want

to learn a lot very quickly—get hold of the one man who

can teach you more than any book or magical

society—have a heart to heart talk with a man who is really

blind.

5.Sometimes it can be used to bring laughter,as for

example,you have two assistants from the audience,a Lady

and a Gentleman.At one point in the routine,you turn to the

gentleman and say 'Now Madam!'.

6.You must pay attention to details, such as mentioned

above—because it adds so much to the effect.

Chapter 6 | Quotes From Pages 147-173

1.Rehearse, rehearse and rehearse before trying it

out even in front of the family.
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2.Showmanship must come in, to convince the audience that

the objects are identified whilst held by the performer in

front of his blindfolded eyes.

3.A word of warning—if there is a chance that the audience

will be able to experiment and try to reproduce your

miracle immediately after your performance, be careful to

finish the show with something quite away from 'Sightless

Vision'.

4.What is going to make me special is detailing every little

thing with a charming story, humorous segue, and perfect

timing.

5.Without a fair knowledge of misdirection, your chances of

success are pretty awful.

6.Every hour you work to study the use of Billets, will

reward you with years of pleasure.
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Chapter 7 | Quotes From Pages 174-208

1.It is important to remember that the control of

thoughts and emotions is the essence of Mentalism.

2.Faith can move mountains—and misdirection will move

them back again—neither time will you see them go!

3.You cannot do Mentalism in any shape or form without

confidence. Remember they are at a disadvantage all the

way—they do not know what you are going to

do—whereas, it is hoped that you do!

4.The best way to learn billet switching is to perform with

billets until you have made every possible mistake and

general blunder. That will teach you more than fifty

books—and you will remember what matters!

5.Always remember that an occasional FAILURE makes

things look much more legitimate than constant success.

You can afford a mistake—it’s good publicity.

6.Never forget that misdirection can do more for you than

anything else.

7.Why not be bold and go for the ultimate prize? We’re all
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under the same stars, so why not take the chances?

8.In Mentalism, it is not just the result that counts, but the

journey of making that result happen.

Chapter 8 | Quotes From Pages 209-238

1.It is always as well to know a couple of good effects

that can be done on the spur of the moment.

2.Your aim should be to learn fifty ways to reveal a word and

one way to force it!

3.Remember that a good Mental programme must be varied.

One good Book Test is as valuable as one good Prediction.

4.The whole thing has to have the appearance of impromptu.

5.Aim at quality and not quantity.

6.Admit it! This took me a long time to realize and on

occasion I've had everything fail and I've tried to get out of

it somehow.

7.As a Mentalist you are an Actor presenting Mentalism and

you've got to be sincere about it.

Chapter 9 | Quotes From Pages 239-258

1.If you are half-hearted about working out a
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two-person mental routine, then for the sake of

Mentalism don't do it at all.

2.It's going to take a long time to get the code into working

order. Bear in mind also that you will have to be with your

partner a lot in the early stages— as the more often you are

together, the more you can practice.

3.It has to be performed really well, being one of those

routines that dies horribly if it's anything but good.

4.Speed, as we have said, is the great thing with this type of

work. It's got to be done at a breakneck rate to be really

good.

5.At least, we will have sufficient material to enable any two

people to start cold and end up with a two person act; that

is the basic requirement of this Step.

6.There must be something in it; marriage is a high price to

pay for a code act—but it's the safest!!

7.Learn a little at a time. Perhaps the most valuable code for

impromptu use is the coin code, together with their dates.
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Chapter 10 | Quotes From Pages 259-290

1.The secret to success is natural behaviour, talking,

walking and moving as you would if you were not

doing a communication act.

2.If you can't find a method of working an act out of the

systems already given—you wouldn't get anywhere on

another fifty ideas.

3.To put people right off the scent, the spectator himself can

be left to draw some of the simple E.S.P. designs which are

so easy to detect.

4.If you intend to work a two person communication

routine—it is your job to be able to communicate with each

other under almost ANY condition.

5.It is one of the finest fields of mental magic, that it is

probably the most complicated and difficult to learn.

Chapter 11 | Quotes From Pages 291-308

1.The more Ghosts in a Ghost Show—the better it

will be”.

2.Remember at all times you are demonstrating effects—not
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how they are done.

3.Psychology goes a long way!

4.Never think twice about the method as long as it works;

5.Good effects should be simple and bewildering.

Chapter 12 | Quotes From Pages 309-340

1.It does not matter what you use for a mental effect

as long as you use it correctly.

2.Never make a neat pressure fan, never shuffle the cards

with digital dexterity using some fancy flourish.

3.Make up your mind whether you want your card effect to

be mentalism or a conjuring trick, and whatever you decide

stick by it; don't mix the two because that would be quite

fatal.

4.With these few things to bear in mind and consider, I think

there can be no doubt that by using ordinary common sense

and here and there a touch of psychological misdirection,

playing cards are as much use to the mentalist as they are to

the magician.

5.The mentalist asked me to take a card, look at it, and put it
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back in the pack... the mentalist is also to be blamed for not

drawing my attention to the card and insisting that I

remember it for sure.

6.Never at any time use any of the well-known, clever ways

of revealing a chosen card if it involves a flourish or a

surprise appearance, for in doing so you make it obvious

that magic is there.
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Chapter 13 | Quotes From Pages 341-359

1.In order that you may consider time in a person's

life, thereby providing the means to answer a

question, you require experience of life, which we

shall call worldliness, you must be skilled in

observation of detail and you need a good memory

along with the mentalist's best friend—the ability

to talk.

2.Your first objective is to find out what they want—that is to

say, when dealing with a serious question.

3.The true Question and Answer man does not use gimmicks

because he does not have to use them.

4.For a long time I have frowned on mind-readers,

pseudo-psychologists and the Tarot divinators. It took me

quite a while to wake up to the fact that they do more good

than harm and I have by now enough personal experience

of people made happy by them.

5.When you get a catch-question or one that is quite

obviously intended for fun, then you are at liberty to
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reciprocate in like manner, and your aim should be to

out-wit the witty.

6.Set yourself a decent standard in the work and stick to it.

That is to say, resolve to keep your mouth shut about other

people's business.

7.It's wonderful training for the mentalist because in the main

it forces him to fall back on personal ability, shrewdness,

perception, logic and mental analysis of situations and

people.

8.You must aim to be kind and firm, above all understanding;

you need a broad mind and a controllable sense of humour

and if you want to—you can do a lot of good.

Chapter 14 | Quotes From Pages 360-383

1.A Reader cannot be a Dreamer, he is a man who

knows the facts of life and he has to be prepared to

drop any Victorian niceties, and admit (at least to

himself) that sometimes, some people do nasty

things.

2.Life can be very vulgar in reality and the Reader will meet
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with every vulgarity that has been conceived.

3.A wise Reader will always know a couple of ways of

getting information by trickery so that at any time when

things get really tough, he can fall back on the Centre Tear

or any other classic method.

4.The acid test of a good gimmick is one that if used by an

impersonator, people would recognise you without being

told who was being impersonated.

5.You cannot learn about life unless you study it. You have

got to know about life to be a Reader.

Chapter 15 | Quotes From Pages 384-404

1.There’s nothing special about Ray Hafler to say

why he should be used as an example in the Steps;

only that he is a rare example of a

non-professional who takes the trouble to do it

properly.

2.When you are a performer, people have to look at two

things, you and your magic. Both should be pleasing to the

eye.
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3.Good patter is the means to an end—perfect presentation.

4.The easiest way to run through a great many tricks in a

short space of time and sort out those which have a

potential value to your act.

5.You need a man or woman who can act and you teach them

a few tricks of the trade to put them in business against

you!

6.Think big.

7.A Personal gimmick is worth a ton of printed matter.

8.It is a common failing to suppose that a first class trick or

effect needs less attention concerning presentation than a

weaker one.
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Chapter 16 | Quotes From Pages 405-422

1.If you are not using apparatus you rarely have to

worry about angles.

2.The very best mental tricks are those you can do anywhere,

at any time and with practically no preparation.

3.Only lazy people are satisfied to do just what instructions

tell them to do.

4.Good timing is invisible, bad timing stands out a mile.

5.Misdirection is one of the most important things for you to

study.

6.The more simple, natural and outright your

misdirection—the more powerful it becomes.

7.You have to do things to tune.

8.By being yourself you have created the most powerful

misdirection in the world.
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13 Steps to Mentalism Questions
View on Bookey Website

Chapter 1 | 1| Q&A

1.Question

What is Pencil Reading and how is it performed?
Answer:Pencil Reading is the art of observing the

movements of a pencil held by a spectator while they

write, allowing the reader to discern what is being

written without actually seeing the writing. This is

achieved by keeping a careful eye on the movements

of the pencil, hand, and elbow, which can reveal a

great deal about what is being inscribed.

2.Question

Why do many mentalists avoid practicing Pencil

Reading?
Answer:Many mentalists shy away from Pencil Reading

because it appears to require hard work and has a reputation

for uncertainty, which can deter interested individuals who

fear the potential for failure.
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3.Question

What are some favorable conditions for performing

Pencil Reading?
Answer:Favorable conditions include: performing at close

quarters, having an excuse to provide a specific type of

pencil and writing card that aids visibility, ensuring the

spectator is seated while the performer stands, and the

spectators having no indication of the effect to expect.

4.Question

How can unfavorable conditions impact Pencil Reading?
Answer:Unfavorable conditions can significantly increase the

chances of failure and can stem from factors such as being

too close to the spectator, using the wrong writing

instrument, or operating under the misconception that

everything written is critical to the effect.

5.Question

What is the ideal pencil for practicing Pencil Reading?
Answer:The ideal pencil is a carbon drawing pencil,

specifically the HB grade from Wolff's, which writes thickly

and drags on the surface of the paper, slowing down the
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writing process, thereby making it easier to read.

6.Question

How does the choice of writing card affect Pencil

Reading?
Answer:The writing card should be thick enough that the

spectator does not have to rest it on another surface, which

could obstruct the view of the pencil movements. A

postcard-sized card is preferred for visibility.

7.Question

What is a recommended practice for mastering Pencil

Reading with numbers?
Answer:Beginners should start by practicing with numbers

only, as they have distinct shapes and patterns. Observing

various people's writing styles can also help to recognize

specific patterns, particularly for numbers like 2, 6, 7, and 0,

which can be drawn in several ways.

8.Question

What is the significance of counting letters when Pencil

Reading words?
Answer:Counting the number of letters in a word helps to
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narrow down possibilities, making it easier to connect

observed letters with potential words.

9.Question

How is Sound Reading relevant to mentalism?
Answer:Sound Reading is the ability to discern information

from the sounds made during an action; this includes

identifying what is being written by listening to the sounds of

chalk on a board or hearing clicks from boxes during a

demonstration.

10.Question

What is a critical takeaway regarding success in Pencil

Reading and other forms of mentalism?
Answer:The key to success in Pencil Reading and mentalism

overall is consistent practice and experimenting with

techniques to enhance one's skill, thereby increasing the odds

of a successful performance.

Chapter 2 | 2| Q&A

1.Question

What is the importance of misdirection in mentalism and

magic?

https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/5MQuDHO1GXb
https://share.bookey.app/KNYZ6NPRcEb
https://share.bookey.app/5MQuDHO1GXb


Answer:Misdirection is crucial as it allows the

performer to divert the audience's attention away

from the method of the trick, creating an illusion of

impossibility. For example, when revealing the

outcome of a chosen card trick, the mentalist might

engage the audience in an unrelated discussion or

action, ensuring that they focus on that instead of

the mechanics behind the reveal.

2.Question

How can touch reading enhance a mentalist's

performance?
Answer:Touch reading allows the mentalist to gather

information through feel, which can be remarkably effective

in identifying objects or cards. By using subtle cues, such as

the tension in a card's corner or the weight of an envelope, a

performer can create the illusion of mind reading,

significantly enhancing the mystery of their act.

3.Question

Why is it beneficial to develop multiple mnemonic

systems for a mentalist?
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Answer:Having multiple mnemonic systems allows a

mentalist to adapt to different performances and audiences.

For instance, one system might be more effective for

remembering numbers, while another may excel at recalling

objects or names. This versatility ensures that they can

impress various audiences without relying on the same

method, maintaining the intrigue and wonder of their skills.

4.Question

What role does confidence play in a mentalist's

performance?
Answer:Confidence is key in mentalism and magic. It assures

the audience that the performer has complete control over the

situation, minimizing doubts about the validity of the trick. A

confident presentation can enhance the perceived

effectiveness of the mentalist's abilities, even when a trick

involves a failure that is gracefully managed.

5.Question

What is the significance of audience engagement

techniques in mentalism?
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Answer:Engaging the audience creates a more compelling

and interactive experience. Techniques such as inviting

spectators to participate, take risks, or make choices enhance

their investment in the performance, making the outcome

more thrilling and credible. This connection reinforces the

impact of the mentalist's abilities as they 'read' and respond

to the audience's reactions.

6.Question

How can the use of props affect the credibility of a

mentalism performance?
Answer:Props can either enhance or detract from a

performance's credibility. When props are well-integrated

and serve a clear purpose, they create a stronger illusion of

mystery. Conversely, if props seem out of place or overly

complex, they can lead the audience to question the reality of

the mentalist's abilities, undermining the illusion.

7.Question

What strategies can help a mentalist ensure consistency in

their performances?
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Answer:Practicing and memorizing various techniques

thoroughly is essential for consistency. Moreover, having

fallback options prepared in case of mistakes or unexpected

audience actions can help maintain the flow of the

performance. Building a solid repertoire of tricks and

effectively planning the structure of an act will contribute to

a seamless presentation.

8.Question

How do advanced techniques like muscle reading

differentiate a mentalist's approach from traditional

magic?
Answer:Advanced techniques like muscle reading add depth

to a mentalist's skills, enabling them to engage in mind

reading and intuition-based performances. Unlike traditional

magic, which often relies heavily on visual effects and

illusions, muscle reading focuses on subtle physical cues and

psychological nuances, resulting in a more immersive and

intellectually challenging experience for the audience.

9.Question

What are the benefits of storytelling in a mentalism act?
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Answer:Storytelling adds emotional depth and context to the

performance, creating a narrative that captivates the

audience. It establishes a connection between the mentalist

and the spectators, making the tricks more memorable. By

weaving stories into the act, mentalists can heighten the

drama and anticipation surrounding each revelation, making

their successes even more impactful.

Chapter 3 | 3| Q&A

1.Question

How can vivid mental imagery help in memory retention

during mentalism performances?
Answer:By creating absurd and exaggerated mental

images associated with specific items, performers

can enhance memory retention. For instance,

picturing a cartoonish mouse in a threatening pose

when trying to remember the item 'gun' creates a

strong mental link that can be easily recalled later.

The more bizarre the mental image, the better the

memory connection.
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2.Question

What is the significance of the 'Action keys' in recalling

the objects chosen by the audience?
Answer:The 'Action keys' are critical prompts that aid

memory recall by tying a specific action to each object. This

technique helps in bringing back the associated objects

quickly when a number is called out during the performance,

enhancing the mentalist's ability to accurately recall the

audience's choices.

3.Question

What method does the mentalist use to demonstrate rapid

calculations, particularly squaring numbers?
Answer:The mentalist employs a systematic approach based

on the difference between numbers; for example, when

squaring the number 39, they find the difference from 25 for

the hundreds and from 50 for the tens. By following this

method, the mentalist can quickly arrive at accurate results,

captivating the audience with their rapid arithmetic skills.

4.Question

How does the mentalist handle the extraction of square
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roots in a performance?
Answer:The mentalist has to memorize the squares of digits

from 1 to 9 and utilizes these to quickly deduce square roots.

For example, to find the square root of 3136, the performer

analyzes the leading digits and navigates through their

memorized table to reach the answer accurately,

demonstrating impressive mental agility to the audience.

5.Question

What is the ‘Magic Square’ and how does it relate to

mentalism?
Answer:The Magic Square is a number arrangement puzzle

where rows, columns, and diagonals sum up to the same

total. In mentalism, it serves as an effective demonstration of

memory and mathematical skill, allowing the performer to

engage the audience through the clever manipulation of

numbers.

6.Question

What strategy is recommended for successfully

performing the ‘Knight’s Tour’ chess trick?
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Answer:To perform the Knight's Tour, the mentalist prepares

a numbered chessboard and uses a pre-memorized sequence

of knight moves. By turning away from the board while

calling out numbers corresponding to the squares, the

mentalist creates the illusion of an incredible memory feat,

impressing audiences, especially chess enthusiasts.

7.Question

How can one protect the integrity of a prediction made in

mentalism?
Answer:One effective method is to place the sealed

prediction in a secure environment, such as a locked cash

box, ensuring it goes uncontested until the predetermined

moment of revelation. This adds a layer of legitimacy and

prevents tampering, heightening the audience’s suspense and

belief in the mentalist's abilities.

8.Question

What is the role of mnemonics in mentalism, particularly

in number recall?
Answer:Mnemonics serve as a powerful aid in memory
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retention and retrieval, allowing the mentalist to convert

numbers into memorable phrases or words. This system

enables quick calculations and supports complex

performances, as the performer can recall numerous facts or

sequences effortlessly.

9.Question

How does the mentalist promote clarity and audience

engagement during predictions?
Answer:Engaging storytelling, humor, and audience

involvement are key. By discussing the unpredictability of

time and using relatable examples, the mentalist connects

with the audience, making each prediction feel personal and

impactful, thus enhancing the overall performance.

10.Question

What is the importance of keeping a mental system for

ranking or indexing information?
Answer:Having a coded mental system allows for the quick

organization and recall of information. For instance, a pocket

index enhances the mentalist’s ability to retrieve cards
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swiftly, reducing the risk of mistakes during performances

and contributing to a seamless illusion of mental prowess.
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Chapter 4 | 4| Q&A

1.Question

What is the fundamental purpose of using a Pocket Index

according to Tony Corinda?
Answer:The Pocket Index serves as a valuable tool

for mentalists, allowing them to perform various

effects effortlessly. It enables them to have multiple

cards or billets organized and ready to use,

facilitating predictions without having to force a

card, thus covering every possible outcome.

2.Question

How does Corinda suggest one should display the cards in

a Pocket Index?
Answer:Corinda advises that the cards should face the back

when removed from the pocket, ensuring that the performer

can verify the selection before showing it to the audience.

This method reduces the risk of revealing the wrong card.

3.Question

What key principle does Corinda highlight regarding the

presentation of mentalism effects?
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Answer:Corinda emphasizes that the presentation should be

clear and engaging, avoiding unnecessary complexity. The

goal is to maintain audience interest and avoid confusion to

enhance the impact of the mentalism effect.

4.Question

Can you explain the 'Body Index System' mentioned by

Corinda?
Answer:The Body Index System involves placing cards

strategically on the body, such as in pockets or tucked into

socks, allowing the mentalist to retrieve them discreetly. This

system allows for a reduced reliance on props while still

providing access to multiple cards during performances.

5.Question

What does Corinda suggest about the art of switching

items in mentalism?
Answer:Corinda suggests mastering one effective method of

switching or forcing rather than searching for multiple

techniques. He emphasizes that reliance on misdirection and

timing is crucial for successful switches, ensuring that the
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audience's focus is diverted at the right moments.

6.Question

How does Corinda recommend approaching the concept

of predictions in mentalism?
Answer:He advises that predictions should be direct and

clear, allowing the audience to easily grasp what has been

foretold. Moreover, he encourages mentalists to be mindful

of the timing and pace of predictions, ensuring these

moments build anticipation and surprise.

7.Question

What is the significance of clarity in the plot of a

mentalism performance?
Answer:Clarity in the plot is essential for audience

comprehension and engagement. A convoluted or overly

complex plot can detract from the impact of the effect,

causing confusion and reducing entertainment value.

8.Question

According to Corinda, what is a common failing of many

mentalists in their performances?
Answer:One common failing is the tendency to recap the
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steps taken in the demonstration, which can bore the

audience and disrupt the flow of the performance. Instead,

mentalists should focus on engaging the audience in the

moment without excessive reiteration of previous actions.

9.Question

What practical advice does Corinda give when

performing with envelopes containing predictions?
Answer:Corinda suggests securing the predictions in

envelopes that are clearly distinguishable from one another

and employing methods like the Carbon Prediction Envelope

technique to ensure clarity and effectiveness during

performances.

10.Question

In what ways can the effectiveness of a prediction be

heightened according to Corinda?
Answer:Effectiveness can be heightened by ensuring that the

predictions resonate with the audience, are relevant to the

chosen cards or actions, and are presented humorously or

engagingly to create a stronger emotional connection.
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11.Question

How does Corinda recommend dealing with skeptics

during a mentalism performance?
Answer:He advises maintaining confidence and composure,

ensuring that every effect has a robust foundation, and

demonstrating clear connections between actions and

predictions to counter skepticism successfully.

12.Question

What is the importance of the 'Swami Gimmick' in

mentalism as described by Corinda?
Answer:The Swami Gimmick is important because it allows

mentalists to make predictions or write down information

discreetly during performances, enhancing the illusion of

mind reading or psychological manipulation.

Chapter 5 | 5| Q&A

1.Question

What is the purpose of using a Blindfold in Mentalism?
Answer:The Blindfold serves to dramatize the

performance of Mentalism, adding impact and

mystique to the effects being presented. It allows
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performers to create an illusion of being sightless

while still enabling them to perform various tricks.

2.Question

What is one of the key aspects to keep in mind when

selecting a Blindfold?
Answer:It's crucial to ensure that the Blindfold is

comfortable, allows for some degree of vision if necessary

(without making it obvious), and is easy to wear. For

instance, the Unfaked Mask is recommended for its

practicality in stage performances.

3.Question

Why is it important to close your eyes before putting on a

Blindfold and while removing it?
Answer:Closing your eyes adds to the illusion that you

cannot see; it enhances the psychological impact of the

performance by making the audience believe that you

genuinely have lost your vision.

4.Question

How can one utilize the Downward Glimpse technique

effectively?
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Answer:The Downward Glimpse involves peeking discreetly

while the audience's attention is elsewhere. Timing is

essential; for example, revealing a word on a card at just the

right moment when the audience does not expect it can create

a powerful effect.

5.Question

What is a mistake that should be avoided when using the

Downward Glimpse?
Answer:One should avoid holding the card at chest level

while revealing the information, as this may lead to audience

suspicion of peeking. Instead, it’s better to memorize and

retrieve the information while diverting the audience's

attention.

6.Question

How can prior observation enhance a Mentalist's

performance?
Answer:By carefully observing and remembering specific

details about objects or features in the environment prior to

blindfolding themselves, a Mentalist can effectively create
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illusions and divinations during their performance, using

knowledge that goes unnoticed by the audience.

7.Question

What is an important psychological aspect of performing

blindfolded?
Answer:It's more convincing to psychologically convince

your audience that you cannot see, rather than trying to prove

it physically with elaborate blindfold techniques. Subtlety in

presentation and naturalism in movement enhance

believability.

8.Question

What suggestions were made regarding the handling and

presentation of the Blindfold?
Answer:Devote more time to the handling and presentation

rather than complicated techniques. Employ natural

movements, avoid exaggerated statements like 'I can see,' and

use patter strategically to guide audience perception.

9.Question

What role do mistakes play in a Mentalist's performance?
Answer:Deliberate mistakes can add authenticity to the
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performance. They can create a more genuine atmosphere,

suggesting that the act is real rather than perfect, which helps

to enhance the overall believability of the performance.

10.Question

What is the significance of using appropriate props in

conjunction with Blindfold performances?
Answer:Using props that can be manipulated or controlled

discreetly while blindfolded can greatly enhance the

presentation. For example, items like cups can be marked

subtly to identify them later, regardless of visibility.

11.Question

How do various types of Blindfolds compare in their

functionality during performances?
Answer:Different types of Blindfolds offer various levels of

visibility and comfort. For example, the Unfaked Mask

allows for some sight while maintaining a blindfold

appearance, while more complex faked masks may allow

glimpsing but require more caution to avoid being exposed.

12.Question

What should performers prioritize while learning and
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using Blindfolds?
Answer:A performer should prioritize the psychological

impact on the audience and the art of presentation.

Understanding how to misdirect attention and create

convincing narratives around their actions is more beneficial

than focusing solely on the mechanics of the blindfold itself.

Chapter 6 | 6| Q&A

1.Question

What is the key to performing 'Sightless Vision'

effectively?
Answer:The key lies in showmanship and thorough

knowledge of the methods involved, ensuring that

you project an air of conviction that convinces the

audience of your supposed abilities.

2.Question

How should a performer react after being blindfolded

during 'Sightless Vision'?
Answer:The performer should tightly close their eyes to

simulate the experience of being in darkness until the
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blindfold is removed, enhancing the believability of the act.

3.Question

What warning is given about the conclusion of a

performance involving psychic demonstrations?
Answer:If the audience might attempt to duplicate your act

immediately afterward, it is crucial to conclude with a

different effect to prevent them from discovering the method.

4.Question

In psychical research, what challenge is presented

regarding the competence of investigators?
Answer:A well-trained magician can easily outsmart a

scientifically trained investigator when it comes to exploring

supernatural phenomena, emphasizing the need for skills in

both magic and research.

5.Question

How was the 'telepathy' test misleading?
Answer:The test was conducted under conditions that

allowed for a pre-arranged code system to be used by the

participants, which led the investigators to falsely conclude

that genuine telepathy occurs.
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6.Question

What is a significant aspect of mentalism demonstrated

through the money box act?
Answer:The demonstration emphasizes the performer's

ability to seemingly divine information without direct

interaction, creating a sense of mystery and disbelief in the

audience.

7.Question

Why is the Centre Tear deemed an invaluable technique

in mentalism?
Answer:The Centre Tear allows for the retrieval of written

thoughts discreetly and effectively, making it a powerful tool

for mentalists by providing a direct link to the spectator's

intentions.

8.Question

What importance does presentation hold in mentalism

techniques?
Answer:Successful execution of a trick relies more on

engaging presentation and performance than on the trick

itself, suggesting that the psychological effects can outweigh
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the method.

9.Question

What is a suggested method for maintaining audience

focus during a demonstration?
Answer:Creating a narrative or engaging story around the

effects can help distract the audience from the methods being

used, enhancing their belief in the performance.

10.Question

What should a magician balance when rehearsing a

mentalism routine?
Answer:A performer should balance rehearsing the

mechanics of the trick with developing a personal style of

presentation that feels natural and captivating.
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Chapter 7 | 7| Q&A

1.Question

What is the key benefit of using a pre-folded billet when

performing mentalism tricks?
Answer:Pre-folding the billet ensures that the

spectator folds it correctly according to the creases,

reducing the chance of errors and making the

performance smoother.

2.Question

How can misdirection be effectively utilized during a

performance involving the Centre Tear?
Answer:Misdirection can be accomplished by directing the

audience's attention towards a clip or stand while executing

the tear, allowing it to go unnoticed.

3.Question

What is the purpose of making drawings on the billets,

such as circles or ‘mirror images’?
Answer:Drawings on billets serve to guide spectators on

where to write and can enhance the perceived significance of

the event, adding a layer of intrigue.
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4.Question

Why is practicing billet switching essential before

performing?
Answer:Practicing ensures you can execute the switch

smoothly and confidently, minimizing the risk of errors or

detection during the performance.

5.Question

What does it imply when multiple techniques for billet

switching are introduced in mentalism?
Answer:It implies flexibility; each performer can choose the

method that suits their style while understanding the

fundamental principles of effectiveness.

6.Question

How does the use of props, like a crystal ball or special

clips, aid in mentalism tricks?
Answer:Props can effectively distract the audience, facilitate

secret actions, and enhance the overall theme and

presentation of the mentalism effect.

7.Question

What is meant by 'having faith in oneself' during a
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mentalism performance?
Answer:It means believing in your skills and maintaining

confidence throughout the performance, as self-assurance can

significantly impact audience perception.

8.Question

What lesson about failure does the text convey for

mentalists?
Answer:An occasional failure can add authenticity to the

performance; it makes it appear more legitimate and

relatable, rather than seeming contrived with constant

success.

9.Question

How important is it to mark billets when performing

mentalism?
Answer:Marking billets is crucial for identification; it helps

prevent confusion when referencing different billets and

ensures a seamless performance.

10.Question

What should a mentalist do to convince the audience of

their abilities?
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Answer:A mentalist should utilize strong presentation skills,

focus on storytelling, and employ techniques that create a

sense of genuine mystery and intrigue.

11.Question

What is the significance of the 'Green Fire' in the

Ceremony of Reincarnation?
Answer:The Green Fire symbolizes the destruction of the

chosen page and the lifting of a curse, essential for creating

an impactful visual and thematic climax in the performance.

Chapter 8 | 8| Q&A

1.Question

What is the importance of carefully performing

mentalism effects, especially regarding audience

participation?
Answer:Mentalism relies heavily on audience

perception and engagement. Clear instructions are

vital to avoid errors, and the mentalist must manage

both the audience's expectations and the

performance's pacing. By ensuring that the audience

knows their role, a mentalist can create a seamless
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and engaging experience.

2.Question

How can a mentalist effectively reveal words or

information during a performance?
Answer:Using techniques like muscle reading, predictive

writing, and visual cues are crucial for effective revelation. A

mentalist should build anticipation and drama leading to the

reveal, utilizing props like slates and creating visual

references for the audience to enhance believability.

3.Question

What is the key to successful presentation in mentalism?
Answer:The success of a mentalism act lies in the

performer's ability to engage the audience from the moment

they walk on stage, maintaining a commanding presence and

the aura of mystery. This includes perfecting their opening

and closing effects to create strong impressions.

4.Question

How does the choice of props affect a mentalism

performance?
Answer:Props should be minimalistic and unobtrusive,
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designed to evoke a sense of genuineness. The use of flashy

or obvious conjuring props can detract from the mentalism

performance, leading the audience to view it merely as

trickery rather than a genuine mental feat.

5.Question

What approach should a mentalist take if they encounter

a difficult audience or an unwilling participant?
Answer:A mentalist should focus on their confidence and

sincerity to attract audience members to participate. Utilizing

humor and creating a friendly atmosphere can help alleviate

tension and encourage volunteers to step up.

6.Question

Why is originality in presentation important for a

mentalist?
Answer:Originality in presentation enhances the mentalist's

uniqueness and memorability. Even when using established

effects, adding a personal touch or a creative twist can lead to

a more impactful performance.

7.Question

What role does professionalism play in the field of
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mentalism?
Answer:Professionalism is crucial as it establishes credibility

and captivates the audience. Mentalists must be polished in

their performances, ensuring each effect is displayed with

clarity and confidence to maintain the audience's trust in their

abilities.

8.Question

How can clear instructions improve a mentalism effect

involving audience participation?
Answer:Clear instructions minimize confusion, allowing for

a smoother performance where the audience knows what to

expect and how to engage, which enhances both their

experience and the effect's impact.

9.Question

What should a mentalist do in case a trick fails during the

performance?
Answer:If a trick fails, the mentalist should maintain

composure, acknowledge the situation frankly, and steer the

performance back on track with humor or creativity, ensuring
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to keep the audience engaged rather than feeling deflated.

10.Question

How can a mentalist increase the emotional connection

with the audience during a performance?
Answer:Creating relatable narratives, utilizing emotional

storytelling, and ensuring genuine interactions, such as eye

contact and personal acknowledgments, can deepen the

audience's emotional investment in the performance.

Chapter 9 | 9| Q&A

1.Question

Why is two-person telepathy considered the most

advanced form of mentalism?
Answer:It requires intricate coordination and

mutual understanding between partners, making it

more complex than solo acts. Both performers must

master a code and synchronize their actions to

create a seamless illusion of telepathy.

2.Question

What role does practice play in developing a two-person

code act?
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Answer:Rehearsal is crucial; both performers must work

together frequently to practice and refine their code, ensuring

that the act is executed smoothly and effectively.

3.Question

What are the essential qualities of a partner for a

two-person mental act?
Answer:Both partners should possess similar skill levels and

commitment to the performance. A good partner enhances

the act, while an unequal duo may detract from the overall

quality.

4.Question

What is the importance of speed in a two-person

telepathy performance?
Answer:Speed is key as it prevents the audience from

questioning the methods used. A fast-paced exchange keeps

the magic alive and ensures that the audience remains

engaged.

5.Question

Why is it recommended to practice with a spouse for a

code act?
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Answer:Practicing with a spouse fosters teamwork, reduces

potential domestic tensions stemming from time spent on

rehearsals, and ensures a long-term collaboration.

6.Question

What is one key suggestion to enhance a two-person act’s

entertaining value?
Answer:Incorporating humor and lively banter within the act

is important for maintaining audience engagement and

creating an enjoyable atmosphere.

7.Question

What factors contribute to a successful two-person

telepathy performance?
Answer:Mastering a comprehensive and undetectable code,

performing at high speed, and including engaging

presentation elements, such as humor.

8.Question

How should a performer handle unusual objects from the

audience?
Answer:The performer should confidently engage with the

object, asking specific questions like its color or material, to
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convey expertise and maintain the illusion of telepathy.

9.Question

What is the significance of choosing a reliable

communication method during performances?
Answer:Dependable communication ensures that the act

proceeds without interruptions or mistakes, thus preserving

the illusion of mentalism and keeping the audience

captivated.

10.Question

Why is it advised to conclude a two-person mentalism act

with a strong effect?
Answer:Ending with a high-impact mental effect leaves the

audience with a lasting impression of astonishment and

satisfaction, ensuring the performance is memorable.
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Chapter 10 | 10| Q&A

1.Question

What is a key takeaway about the use of the Light

Communicator in performances?
Answer:The Light Communicator is highly effective

for two-person code acts, offering versatility for

various performance settings and requiring practice

to master its nuances. Its silent nature enhances the

performance by minimizing hard work and

maintaining audience intrigue.

2.Question

How can one utilize Radio-Controlled Pulse Units

effectively in a mentalism act?
Answer:Radio-Controlled Pulse Units are adaptable for

two-person communication, allowing for silent signaling

through a tactile code. By integrating controlled pulses, two

performers can communicate ideas without verbal cues,

creating a seamless mentalism routine.

3.Question

What is the significance of developing action signals in
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performance?
Answer:Action signals enable performers to create a subtle

yet complex code of communication, using natural body

movements to convey messages undetected by the audience.

This approach enhances the illusion of mentalism and fosters

a dynamic interaction between performers.

4.Question

In what way does Sound Reading facilitate a more

straightforward performance?
Answer:Sound Reading simplifies the performer’s task by

relying on auditory cues from writing, allowing a blindfolded

medium to accurately reproduce information. This method

reduces the burden of memorizing codes, making for a more

streamlined performance.

5.Question

What is the overall essence of being a successful

performer in two-person routines?
Answer:Success in two-person routines hinges on mastering

multiple communication codes, maintaining natural behavior,
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and adapting quickly to varying performance conditions to

stay ahead of audience perceptions.

6.Question

How does one create a 'seance-room atmosphere' that

enhances performance impact?
Answer:A compelling seance-room atmosphere is achieved

through unconventional settings, scented incense, dim

lighting, and careful selection of music to invoke suspense,

making even simple effects seem extraordinary.

7.Question

What principles should performers consider when

incorporating physical phenomena into their acts?
Answer:When using physical phenomena, it is crucial to

ensure that actions are both visible and engaging while

maintaining suspense and entertainment value to captivate

the audience.

8.Question

Why is it essential to practice and refine communication

systems in mentalism?
Answer:Refining communication systems allows performers
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to develop personalized methods that suit their style, enhance

trick execution, and ensure they can convey messages

flawlessly under various conditions.

9.Question

What educational resources are suggested for further

learning about mediumship and mentalism?
Answer:A variety of resources including 'Searchlight on

Psychical Research' by Joseph Rinn and 'Mediumship for

Magicians' by Corinda provide foundational knowledge and

practical techniques essential for aspiring mentalists.

10.Question

How does the idea of 'stooge signals' play into effective

mentalism routines?
Answer:Employing stooge signals allows a third party

disguised as an audience member to assist in conveying

information, enhancing the illusion of telepathy and making

intricate mentalism routines more manageable without

revealing the mechanics.

Chapter 11 | 11| Q&A
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1.Question

What is the essence of the 'Telekinecards' trick, and what

principles does it employ?
Answer:The 'Telekinecards' trick utilizes an old

Spirit Cabinet principle known as 'The Third Hand'

to create the illusion of manipulating cards without

physical contact. By using a dummy hand and a

powerful magnet hidden from view, the performer

can make it seem as though cards are moving

independently, creating a mysterious and

captivating effect for the audience.

2.Question

How does using a dummy hand contribute to the

effectiveness of the 'Telekinecards' performance?
Answer:The use of a dummy hand allows the performer to

maintain the illusion of having both hands involved in the

action while actually manipulating the cards from behind the

board, effectively shielding their method from the spectators'

view and enhancing the overall mystery.
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3.Question

What are some essential considerations for performing

the trick effectively?
Answer:Key considerations include ensuring the dummy

hand looks convincing, using a powerful magnet for card

manipulation, and cleverly marking the cards to enable the

performer to control which card is 'selected' without

revealing their method.

4.Question

What is the principle behind the Palladino Table Lift, and

how can it be presented for maximum effect?
Answer:The Palladino Table Lift works by utilizing a

lightweight table manipulated by the performer using their

foot, allowing for a seemingly magical lifting effect. It

should be presented with a sense of mystery and solemnity to

enhance its impact, avoiding excessive playful display to

maintain its captivating aura.

5.Question

How does the method of Table Lifting with Arm Hooks

function, and what is its advantage?
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Answer:Table Lifting with Arm Hooks involves using strong

steel hooks attached to the performer and their assistant's

arms, allowing for joint manipulation of the table while

maintaining the illusion of a ghostly lift. The advantage is

that it allows both hands to be free for additional activity,

enhancing the overall presentation.

6.Question

Describe the 'Haunted Ball' effect and its methodology.

How does it create a compelling illusion?
Answer:In the 'Haunted Ball' effect, a table tennis ball is

placed on a table that appears unaltered. The performer

stands away and invokes telekinesis, leading the ball to roll

off the table. This illusion is achieved by using a hidden

device underneath the table, creating just enough tilt to allow

the ball to fall, thus captivating the audience with a

seemingly supernatural event.

7.Question

How does the 'Spirit Guide' illusion work effectively in a

séance setting?
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Answer:The 'Spirit Guide' illusion utilizes a crude painting of

a ghost unrolling in darkness to create the effect of a

materializing spirit. The mysterious movements in low light

enhance the illusion, making even a simple visual trick

appear profoundly eerie to the audience.

8.Question

What techniques are suggested for the 'Dead Hand

Writes' effect, and how is credibility maintained?
Answer:The 'Dead Hand Writes' effect involves using a hand

prop attached to an unseen force or mechanism to create the

illusion of writing. Credibility is preserved by using

recognizable elements like a borrowed hand or creative

associations with spirits, which misdirect the audience's

skepticism.

9.Question

What is the role of psychological manipulation in

mentalism as described in these tricks?
Answer:Psychological manipulation plays a crucial role in

mentalism by guiding audience perception, leading their
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thoughts, and playing into their expectations. Through

careful wording and structured setups, performers can create

convincing effects that divert attention from their methods,

making the impossible seem possible.

10.Question

Why is simplicity often deemed effective in mentalism

tricks, according to the text?
Answer:Simplicity is effective in mentalism because it

allows for clean presentations and minimizes the risk of

detection. Tricks that rely on straightforward methods often

have a stronger impact because they enable the performer to

focus on the showmanship and engagement with the

audience, rather than complicating the performance with

overly intricate processes.

Chapter 12 | 12| Q&A

1.Question

Why is it argued that card tricks should not be included

in mentalism?
Answer:Playing cards are often associated with
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trickery due to their common use in conjuring,

which leads some to suggest they lack a place in

mentalism.

2.Question

What is the author's stance on the use of playing cards in

mentalism?
Answer:The author believes that playing cards can be

effectively used in mentalism as long as they are utilized

correctly and not treated as mere conjuring props.

3.Question

What psychological approach should a mentalist take

when handling cards?
Answer:The mentalist should handle cards clumsily and

make mistakes to create the impression that they are

unskilled, as this reduces the audience's suspicion of trickery.

4.Question

What language should a mentalist use when referring to

playing cards?
Answer:A mentalist should avoid traditional magical

terminology and instead use simple language, such as 'pack'
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instead of 'deck,' and 'mix the cards' instead of 'shuffle,' to

avoid drawing associations with magicians.

5.Question

What is the impact of using familiar card tricks with

flashy reveals in mentalism?
Answer:Using familiar tricks or flashy reveals destroys the

illusion of mentalism and makes it obvious that magic is

involved, which can lead the audience to doubt the

mentalist's abilities.

6.Question

How can a chosen card be remembered effectively in a

mentalism routine?
Answer:Encouraging the spectator to show the chosen card

to others can help ensure they remember it, enhancing the

mental effect.

7.Question

What is the importance of consistency in character for

mentalists who use cards?
Answer:A mentalist must consistently portray themselves as

clumsy and unfamiliar with cards to build the illusion that
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they are not manipulating the card for effects.

8.Question

How should a mentalist handle the situation if a spectator

chooses a card they forget?
Answer:The mentalist should make sure to reinforce the

importance of remembering the card and devise routines that

emphasize the card's identity for the spectator.

9.Question

What role do psychological misdirection and common

sense play in using playing cards for mentalism?
Answer:They are essential for transforming the impact of

card tricks into mental effects rather than simple magic

tricks; focusing on the psychology of the audience enhances

the experience.

10.Question

What does the author suggest to avoid when transitioning

between card tricks and mentalism?
Answer:The author advises against mixing the techniques of

card tricks and mentalism, as inconsistencies in the

performance style can confuse the audience and diminish the
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mentalism's credibility.

11.Question

What should the performer keep in mind regarding

culminating mental effects with playing cards?
Answer:The performer must ensure that the performance

aligns with the principles of mentalism, maintaining a

coherent character and theme throughout.

12.Question

What is a common mistake mentalists make regarding

card reveals?
Answer:They often use flashy reveals or trick techniques

instead of focusing on the mental effect, which can

undermine the perceived authenticity of the mentalism.

13.Question

How does the text suggest improving mental effects using

cards?
Answer:By adhering to simple rules and principles of

execution, focusing on psychological engagement and

misdirection, performers can convert card tricks into genuine

mental effects.
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14.Question

What kind of predictions enhance the effectiveness of

mentalism?
Answer:Predictions that are seamlessly integrated into the

performance enhance the believability of the mentalism,

especially those that appear impossible yet turn out to be

correct.

15.Question

What is the key advice regarding maintaining the

audience's focus during a card mentalism routine?
Answer:The mentalist should ensure that the audience is

engaged and focused, often through direct interaction or

managing the presentation flow to avoid distractions.

16.Question

How essential is rehearsal for mentalistic routines

involving cards?
Answer:Rehearsal is crucial to ensure smooth execution

though a good mental effect might seem simple; practice

helps manage timing and presence without giving away

secrets.
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17.Question

Can playing cards effectively be used for divination in

mentalism?
Answer:Yes, as not only can playing cards be symbols of

entertainment like games, they also hold historical

significance in divination, adding depth to their use in

mentalism.

18.Question

What is a recommended method for creating mentalism

effects?
Answer:Simple setups that yield profound results should be

employed, as they resonate well with audiences and are

easier for performers to manage effectively.
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Chapter 13 | 13| Q&A

1.Question

What are the essential skills needed to answer questions

effectively as a mentalist?
Answer:Experience of life (worldliness), skill in

observation, good memory, and the ability to

communicate effectively.

2.Question

Why do people seek advice from mindreaders and

mediums?
Answer:People often turn to mindreaders and mediums

because they hope that these individuals possess unique

insights that can address their indecision, uncertainty, and

emotional struggles.

3.Question

How should one handle a situation when a client's desired

outcome is morally or ethically wrong?
Answer:First, ascertain what the client wants, then cautiously

provide advice that adheres to common sense and avoid

directly endorsing their wishes. If necessary, deliver a
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carefully worded warning shrouded in ambiguity.

4.Question

What is the significance of understanding common

themes in the questions people ask?
Answer:Recognizing the commonality of questions in

categories such as Money, Health, and Relationships allows

the mentalist to efficiently anticipate and address client

concerns.

5.Question

How can ambiguity be useful in mentalism readings?
Answer:Ambiguity allows the reader to provide

non-committal answers that satisfy the client's needs while

avoiding possible ethical pitfalls associated with specific

predictions.

6.Question

What is 'pumping' in the context of mentalism?
Answer:'Pumping' is a verbal conjuring skill that involves

skillfully extracting information from clients without them

realizing they are revealing their questions.

7.Question
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How can observation skills enhance a mentalist's ability

to give accurate readings?
Answer:Careful observation of physical details, body

language, and emotional cues can provide the mentalist with

vital insights into the client's background and current state,

which enhances the accuracy and relevance of their

responses.

8.Question

What are some effective techniques for conveying

information during a performance?
Answer:Utilize methods such as coding questions,

employing plants or stooges in the audience, using props like

clipboards, and making inferences based on collected

answers.

9.Question

What is a good approach for dealing with catch questions

or hecklers from the audience?
Answer:Stay calm and polite while using humor to deflect

the question. Quick, witty responses that highlight the
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absurdity of the catch question often diffuse tension.

10.Question

Why is it important to remain ambiguous in personal

readings?
Answer:Being ambiguous adds flexibility to responses,

allowing clients to find their own meanings and ensuring that

they feel comfortable with the commentary provided.

11.Question

What main topics should be avoided in discussions during

mentalism readings?
Answer:Avoid legal, religious, and political matters, as they

can lead to complications and potential liability for the

mentalist.

12.Question

How can flattery be utilized effectively in mentalist

readings?
Answer:Flattery can build rapport and encourage clients to

disclose more personal information by making them feel

valued and appreciated.

13.Question
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What are some general principles for answering known

questions during readings?
Answer:Assess the gravity of the situation, avoid legal

matters, aim to make the reading happy, employ ambiguity,

and ensure that your predictions are safe yet appealing.

14.Question

How can performance differ between private readings

and stage readings?
Answer:Private readings focus on individual attention and

personal advice, whereas stage readings must entertain a

broader audience, requiring answers that are interesting to all.

15.Question

What are some common elements of successful Question

and Answer performances?
Answer:Using statistical probabilities for question topics,

effectively leveraging both real and fictitious questions,

interacting with the audience to maintain engagement, and

providing affirmations throughout the process.

Chapter 14 | 14| Q&A
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1.Question

How can you use conversation to gather information

without asking direct questions?
Answer:You can ask leading questions or make

statements that encourage the subject to reveal

details about themselves. For instance, instead of

directly asking 'Are you married?', you might say,

'I've heard about some family concerns that have

been on your mind. Do you understand what I

mean?' This opens the door for the subject to

mention a spouse or family member, giving you the

information you seek without seeming intrusive.

2.Question

What is the importance of listening in cold reading?
Answer:Listening allows you to gather valuable information

and insights from your subject. Instead of making it a

monologue, engaging in a back-and-forth conversation lets

you pick up on cues, names, and events they mention, which

you can later reference to enhance your reading.
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3.Question

How do you handle mistakes or incorrect statements

during a cold reading?
Answer:If you make a statement that proves to be incorrect,

quickly cover it with a smooth transition or a vague

statement like, 'If it hasn’t happened yet, it will soon.' This

shifts the focus away from your mistake and allows you to

regain control of the situation.

4.Question

What should you do to remember facts gathered during a

cold reading session?
Answer:Take mental notes or write down key points during

the conversation, ensuring that you remember important

names, dates, and facts that can be woven back into your

reading later.

5.Question

How does the concept of 'time' affect cold reading

interactions?
Answer:Understanding the time factor is essential. You need

to gauge how quickly your subject forgets details they’ve
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shared. Allow some time for them to 'forget' their statements

so you can reveal them as new insights or predictions.

6.Question

What skills are essential to becoming a successful cold

reader?
Answer:A successful cold reader must have keen

observational skills, the ability to listen actively, quick

thinking to navigate conversations, worldliness to relate to

different experiences, and the art of subtle communication to

avoid being overt.

7.Question

Why is it crucial to avoid admitting defeat during a cold

reading session?
Answer:Admitting defeat can undermine your credibility and

the experience for your subject. Always maintain confidence

and redirect the conversation, ensuring that the subject feels

engaged and intrigued by your insights.

8.Question

What is the role of personal experience in becoming an

adept cold reader?
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Answer:Real-life experiences shape your understanding of

people and situations. Engaging with diverse groups and

learning about life’s complexities helps you relate and

resonate with a wide range of subjects, making your readings

more impactful.

9.Question

How can someone create interest before delivering their

performance?
Answer:Develop a good publicity stunt or a unique signature

style that captures attention. This can involve intriguing

predictions or remarkable acts that make people curious and

eager to see your performance.

10.Question

What constitutes an effective personal publicity gimmick?
Answer:An effective gimmick is something unique or

memorable about your persona that makes you stand out.

This could be a distinctive mannerism, a specific quote you

always use, or even a trademark style that audiences will

associate with you.
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11.Question

What should be the focus when designing a brochure for

your act?
Answer:The brochure should focus on clear and concise

information about who you are, what you do, and how to

book you. Avoid overloading it with unnecessary details, and

ensure it is visually appealing to engage potential clients.

12.Question

How can a mentalist utilize press coverage effectively?
Answer:By creating engaging public stunts that journalists

and publications will find appealing, you can generate stories

that feature your work, leading to exposure across various

media outlets and establishing your presence in the

entertainment field.

13.Question

Why is understanding the audience's expectations vital

for a performer?
Answer:Knowing your audience's values and interests allows

you to tailor your performance to meet their expectations,

ensuring their satisfaction and increasing the likelihood of
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repeat bookings.

14.Question

How can you ensure that your personal advertising is

effective?
Answer:Your personal advertising should be professional,

aesthetic, and straightforward. Utilize quality prints, keep the

wording succinct, and ensure that any included credentials

are clear without overwhelming the reader.

Chapter 15 | 15| Q&A

1.Question

What is the key to effective personal publicity in

mentalism?
Answer:A good personal publicity strategy must be

backed by action and proof. It's essential to have

real experience and abilities to support the claims

made in your promotional materials.

2.Question

How did Ray Hafler demonstrate effective

self-promotion?
Answer:Ray Hafler created a well-designed leaflet
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showcasing his extensive experience in the U.S. Navy, where

he performed over a hundred magic and mentalism shows,

thus giving credibility to his promotional claims.

3.Question

What can make a visiting card more impactful for a

mentalist?
Answer:Adding a tricky gimmick, like numbers on the back

that relate to a mindreading effect, can pique curiosity and

ensure the card is retained by the audience as a souvenir.

4.Question

What is the significance of creating attention-grabbing

publicity stunts?
Answer:Stunts like exorcising a ghost or making predictions

can generate significant media interest and public curiosity,

which are valuable for promoting a mentalism act.

5.Question

What strategy can a mentalist use to challenge a medium

successfully?
Answer:By training a medium yourself who can perform

natural-seeming tasks, you ensure the challenge will go
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smoothly and can create a captivating spectacle for the

audience.

6.Question

How does presentation impact mentalism performances?
Answer:Good presentation is crucial; it can transform even a

mediocre trick into a captivating experience, making it

essential than to focus solely on the mechanics.

7.Question

What are the qualities of a good trick in mentalism?
Answer:A good trick should be simple to understand, easy to

perform, compelling enough to entertain an audience, and

ideally should require minimal apparatus.

8.Question

How can a strong finish enhance a mental act?
Answer:Having a strong conclusion not only reinforces the

impact of the last effect but also allows for a definitive

applause position, marking the successful end of a

performance.

9.Question

What is the importance of personal appearance for a
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mentalist?
Answer:A well-groomed and appropriately dressed mentalist

leaves a positive first impression and helps to establish

credibility with the audience.

10.Question

Why is it essential to use your own words in patter for

mentalism?
Answer:Using your own words ensures that your delivery

feels natural and relatable, which is critical for connecting

with the audience and enhancing the overall effect.

11.Question

How can humor be effectively utilized in a mentalism

performance?
Answer:Incorporating humor can serve as a misdirection

tactic and help to create a relaxed atmosphere, making the

audience more receptive and engaged.
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Chapter 16 | 16| Q&A

1.Question

What is the key to performing tricks without revealing

secrets to the audience?
Answer:The key is to choose tricks that can be

performed without disclosing any hidden flaps or

gimmicks to the audience. For tricks that involve

props, it's important to maintain the proper angles

and stay back from the audience to minimize

visibility.

2.Question

What qualifies as the best mental magic tricks?
Answer:The best mental magic tricks are those that can be

performed anywhere, at any time, with little to no

preparation. They should be versatile enough to allow you to

execute a respectable performance even with borrowed items

or minimal props.

3.Question

How does one find their personal style in presenting

mental magic?
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Answer:To find your personal style, observe your own

natural behaviors and mannerisms in daily life. This

self-awareness helps you develop a handling style that feels

comfortable and genuine, which can enhance your

performance.

4.Question

What role does timing play in the performance of

mentalism?
Answer:Timing is critical in mentalism as it involves

ensuring that actions and speech are perfectly synchronized.

Good timing makes the performance smooth and engaging,

while poor timing can lead to confusion and disrupt the flow

of the act.

5.Question

What are effective ways to maintain audience engagement

during a performance?
Answer:Effective methods include pacing your speech to

match the actions performed, using dramatic pauses, and

being attentive to the audience's reactions. Watch for signs of
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restlessness; if the audience seems bored, it may indicate that

you need to adjust your performance speed.

6.Question

Why is misdirection a powerful tool in mentalism?
Answer:Misdirection is powerful because it allows you to

focus the audience's attention away from the secret methods

behind your tricks. By skillfully diverting attention through

speech and actions, you can create stronger effects, making

your performances more impactful.

7.Question

How can a performer use mistakes to their advantage

during a mentalism act?
Answer:Mistakes can serve as an effective form of

misdirection. When presented as genuine errors, they can

disarm the audience's skepticism and refocus their attention

on the performer, enhancing the overall effectiveness of the

routine.

8.Question

What advice is given regarding script and spontaneity in

mentalism performances?
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Answer:While scripted patter is essential for clarity,

integrating spontaneous, off-the-cuff remarks (spiel) can

make the performance feel more lively and engaging.

However, the basic structure of your script should remain

intact to ensure coherence and focus.

9.Question

How should mentalists approach their exit from the

stage?
Answer:Mentalists should be aware of the venue's layout and

practice their exit strategy to ensure a smooth departure after

their performance. Knowing how the stage curtains operate

and maintaining a confident manner during the exit can

contribute to a strong final impression.

10.Question

What should be considered when planning the

performance's duration for television?
Answer:Performers must be acutely aware of time constraints

in television settings. Selecting tricks that can be performed

within a rigid time frame and rehearsing to gauge how long
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interactions with spectators might take are crucial for a

successful TV appearance.
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13 Steps to Mentalism Quiz and Test
Check the Correct Answer on Bookey Website

Chapter 1 | 1| Quiz and Test

1.Pencil Reading is best performed with the

spectator seated and using a postcard size card for

writing.

2.The ideal pencil for Pencil Reading is a carbon drawing

pencil of any grade.

3.Lip Reading skills help mentalists gather information, but

they are effective only with a broad range of subjects.

Chapter 2 | 2| Quiz and Test

1.The 'Blackboard Trick' involves one spectator

drawing on a blackboard and another spectator

helping the performer anticipate the drawing

based on selected cards.

2.'Touch Reading' only refers to visual observation and does

not involve tactile sensations to gain information.

3.Marked playing cards can help mentalists identify cards by

relying on subtle tactile indicators.
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Chapter 3 | 3| Quiz and Test

1.The technique for remembering objects presented

by an audience involves writing numbers 1 to 30

and associating them with vivid mental images.

2.To perform quick calculations, mentalists memorize the

squares of numbers between 1 and 10.

3.The Knight's Tour involves performing a chess trick where

the mentalist calls out knight moves based on the

audience's chosen starting point.
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Chapter 4 | 4| Quiz and Test

1.The Pocket Index allows the performer to manage

multiple predictions and effects using card indexes

stored in pockets.

2.The Cigarette Packet Pellet Index is used for storing large

objects and apparatus necessary for mentalism.

3.Effective mentalism relies solely on complex tricks and

apparatus, rather than switching techniques.

Chapter 5 | 5| Quiz and Test

1.The Unfaked Mask is a blindfold that completely

obstructs vision and is intended to deceive the

audience.

2.The Bucket blindfold method is considered a highly

effective technique for serious performances due to its

convincing nature.

3.Using marked cards can enhance a mentalist's ability to

identify cards during a blindfolded performance.

Chapter 6 | 6| Quiz and Test

1.The performer must physically touch objects
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chosen by the audience to identify them during the

sightless vision performance.

2.Corinda emphasizes that trained magicians are often better

than scientists at revealing trickery in psychical research.

3.The Centre Tear is considered a minor technique in

mentalism.
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Chapter 7 | 7| Quiz and Test

1.The Centre Tear Technique involves tearing off the

end of a billet using a one-handed operation only.

2.Misdirection is a key element during the execution of the

One-Handed Centre Tear.

3.Using a crystal ball is the only method for secretly reading

billets during a mentalism performance.

Chapter 8 | 8| Quiz and Test

1.The chapter emphasizes that improvisation is key

in book tests and mentalism techniques.

2.The Centre Tear method involves gathering information

without any structured approach.

3.Originality in effects and presentations is deemed

unnecessary for successful mentalism.

Chapter 9 | 9| Quiz and Test

1.Both partners in a two-person mental act need to

be highly skilled performers; otherwise, the act

may be compromised.

2.Choosing any partner for a two-person mental act is
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sufficient as long as they are skilled.

3.Using electronic devices in mentalism acts is always

reliable and enhances performances without any concerns.
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Chapter 10 | 10| Quiz and Test

1.The Light Communicator is a silent apparatus that

requires no practice to operate effectively in

mentalism acts.

2.There are three major code systems discussed in the chapter

for effective communication in mentalism performances.

3.Sound Reading relies on visual cues for effective

communication in mentalism.

Chapter 11 | 11| Quiz and Test

1.The 'Telekinecards' effect uses a powerful magnet

to manipulate razor-bladed cards while the

performer holds a board.

2.The Palladino Table Lift relies solely on physical strength

to lift the table during performances.

3.The 'Haunted Ball' effect requires the medium to be in

close proximity to the ball to demonstrate telekinesis.

Chapter 12 | 12| Quiz and Test

1.Mentalism with playing cards is widely accepted

and not seen as trickery by most audiences.
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2.Using magician-specific jargon is encouraged when

performing card mentalism to enhance the performance.

3.Spectator engagement is critical in mentalism with cards,

and the audience should confidently remember their chosen

card.
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Chapter 13 | 13| Quiz and Test

1.Mindreaders should prioritize entertainment over

ethical standards when dealing with clients'

inquiries.

2.The 'pumping' technique is used to gather information

indirectly from clients without asking direct questions.

3.Experiencing in mentalism does not significantly

contribute to a mentalist's ability to understand the types of

questions they may receive.

Chapter 14 | 14| Quiz and Test

1.Cold reading is a skill that requires direct

questioning to obtain information about the

subject.

2.Publicity is important for mentalists because it helps in

marketing their skills and gaining audiences.

3.Observing and analyzing visual cues is unnecessary in cold

reading.

Chapter 15 | 15| Quiz and Test

1.Ray Hafler's military background adds credibility
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to his publicity materials.

2.A challenge seance involves a mentalist betting against

another mentalist to produce supernatural phenomena.

3.Using inscribed pencils as promotional tools can engage

recipients in a mindreading trick.
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Chapter 16 | 16| Quiz and Test

1.Mentalism tricks can be effectively performed with

the use of elaborate apparatus.

2.Misdirection techniques are not necessary for effective

mentalism performances.

3.Coeherent timing, misdirection, and co-ordination are

fundamental elements that enhance the effectiveness of a

mentalism performance.
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